Exegetical Skills

1. Identification of literary patterns and forms within a text – letter, hymn, prophecy, etc.

2. Research of historical information relative to a text – Roman persecutions at time of writings, status of exile in Babylon, etc.

3. Identification of inter-textuality with in the particular book of the bible in which text found – similar stories found in Gospels, 10 commandments in Exodus, Deuteronomy, etc.

4. Identification of inter-textuality with a text and other ancient texts (other biblical books, near eastern Greco-Roman work, etc.-Jesus quoting psalms and what those psalms might represent (“My God, why have you forsaken me,” as an example), writings of Josephus, etc.

5. Identification of related buildings, public art, archeological sites and material, and domestic objects with possible relationships to a text – why farmer parables so common? what is archeological reality of lowering sick man through roof? etc.

6. Investigation of ancient rhetorical strategies in the text – Paul's letters and his use of Greco-Roman rhetoric and style of speaking, etc.

7. Hypothesizing about the community(ies) for whom the text may have been written –what would community have heard with Jesus talking about mustard seed as tree when they know it is only a bush, how would irony play out, etc.

8. Investigation of a text’s relationship to ancient social, cultural and political dynamics – What are the cultural and political dynamics of paying taxes to Caesar?  Why would Jesus be asked that question?  How is his answer affected by dynamics?

9. Attention to anxiety of texts-those things that make us uncomfortable in texts – slaves obey your masters, wives obey husbands, etc. Explore the anxiety and don’t run away from it so that we can find a current place for it in our culture.  (This is a relatively new and controversial skill and so is not found in many commentaries.)
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