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I.  REVELATION AND KNOWLEDGE OF GOD


(Compiled by Jane E. Fahey)

How do we find God or does God find us?




(added to and edited by Jonathan, 

BIBLICAL








Sandra, Fiz, and JVLW)

Rom. 1:18-23
General Revelation- leads to anti-homosexuality, see God from creation.
Psalm 19 – Heavens reveal God

Nothing of self revelation (modern concept)  For us it is disclosure and personal, mysterious, and MEDIATED

Mediated through- scripture, Jesus, burning bush (Moses does not find God, God finds Moses. 

No idea of revelation from scripture until Hegel.  
CONFESSIONS

Scots 3.18 True Kirk- God revelated in the writings of the prophets and apostles

HC 4.019 We know that Jesus is the mediator, true God and true and righteous man, from the gospel, which God revealed in the beginning in the garden of Eden, proclaimed through the patriarchs and prophets and foreshadowed through the sacrifices of the old covenant, and finally fulfilled through his Son.

WCF 6.001  The light of nature and works of creation and providence so manifest God’s goodness, wisdom, and power as to leave humans inexcusable, but these aren’t sufficient to give saving knowledge of God. [GENERAL REVELATION INSUFFICIENT FOR SALVATION].  Therefore the Lord revealed himself in various ways and times to declare his will to the church, and afterwards committed it to writing, Scripture being necessary since the former ways of God’s revealing his will have ceased. [SPECIAL REVELATION TO PROPHETS AND THEN IN SCRIPTURE]

WLC 7.112  The very light of nature in man, and the works of God, declare plainly that there is a God; yet his Word and Spirit only, do sufficiently and effectually reveal him unto men for their salvation. [GENERAL REVELATION IN NATURE; SPECIAL REVELATION NECESSARY FOR SALVATION – REVELATION BY GOD’S WORD AND SPIRIT] 

DB 8.10 SPECIAL REVELATION: “Jesus Christ, as he is attested for us in Holy Scripture, is the one Word of God which we have to hear and which we have to trust and obey in life and in death.” 

C67 9.07, 9.27, 9.41  “In Jesus Christ, God was reconciling the world to himself.”  “The one sufficient revelation of God is Jesus Christ, the Word of God incarnate, to whom the Holy Spirit bears unique and authoritative witness through the Holy Scriptures [NOTE BARTHIAN/BARMEN EMPHASIS, Barmen 11], which are received and obeyed as the word of God written.” [NOTE LAST PHRASE RE SCRIPTURE TAKEN FROM WCF].  REVELATION AND RELIGION:  “The Christian religion, as distinct from God’s revelation of himself, has been shaped throughout its history by the cultural forms of its environment.” We should approach all religions with openness and respect, “[b]ut the reconciling word of the gospel is God’s judgment upon all forms of religion, including the Christian.  The gift of God in Christ is for all men.”  

DF I, l. 2-5, VI

Topics
1. Revelation’s 2 components: (1) objective – what/who is known, and (2) subjective - how one knows; sense in which God is both subject (agent) and object (content) of revelation; disclosure or unveiling of something previously hidden; what disclosed is personal (a Person), and mysterious.

Objective- infallible word of God, (Classical)  Subjective- Jesus Christ as revealed in scripture. (modern)

2. General revelation – that which can be known about God from nature, reason and experience; natural knowledge of God that all people can perceive from these evidences of God (e.g., Aquinas’ 5 arguments from existence of God from motion, causation, contingency, perfection, design and order. ) (Calvin, WCF – General revelation can tell us only that there is a God, not saving knowledge and doesn’t’ lead to worship; is incomplete/preparatory.  Barth – nothing reliable can be known by contemplating nature, etc.; only true knowledge is from God’s self-disclosure in specific events-Christ, Bible.)   Support from Scripture for some knowledge (that there is God) – Rom. 1:18-23 – left without excuse about whether there is a God; Ps. 19 (heavens declare).  Arguments against – humanity’s total depravity (distorting mind and will) distorts what we can know from nature, reason or experience; what can be known from these is ambiguous, contradictory. 

3. Special revelation – knowledge of God disclosed by Godself to us through particular, specific events – preeminently in Jesus Christ (THE Word), in Scripture (written Word), and in the church (proclaimed Word).  Calvin – saving knowledge of God through this.  Barth – this only reliable knowledge of God; no way from us to God, only way is from God to us.  Contrast Deists – only normative knowledge is what gleaned from nature.   

Theologians:
Classical:

Aquinas: We know God from Philosophical categories (highest order of attributes, i.e. perfectly pure/holy)
Calvin: (Different from other forms of knowledge)
1. All true and sound wisdom consists of 2 parts: knowledge of God and knowledge of self.

2. Knowledge of God and of self are inseparably related (can’t know who one is apart from God and knowledge of God insufficient without understanding who is in relation to God)

3. Piety is prerequisite for knowledge of God – that is the reverence and love which comes from knowledge of God’s benefits in Jesus Christ; in other words, knowledge of God is matter of heart (affect), not just intellect

4. Work of Holy Spirit is necessary for knowledge of God.

5. Moderate position seen in Calvin and WCF:  from works of creation, nature, we can know that there is a God, but such general revelation is not a saving knowledge of God.  It is preparatory.  

Contemporary:
Barth- God, self revelation is Jesus Christ.  Nothing can be known from general revelation/creation

Guthrie- personal self disclosure—always a mystery.  1. in Jesus above all; 2. mighty acts of Israel’s hist; 3. Bible; 4. Christian community
Protestant Model of Revelation: Word and Spirit, always together, is means through which God makes Godself known to us.

Roman Catholic model:  “Divine illumination”-God directly infuses grace into mind and soul, enabling person to know what reason alone cannot know.

(Other model

II.  SCRIPTURE

Summary of theological views:

Protestantism’s “sola Scriptura” acknowledges that Scripture is norm against which reason, experience, all else judged.  But more contemporary recognition that Scripture itself is product of tradition (e.g., feminist view of patriarchy and androcentrism in Bible) is bringing Protestant scholarship closer to RC view.

Models for understanding authority of Scripture

(1) WCF ontological view—because of what it is, who is its author (God) [WCF – Scripture given by inspiration as rule of faith and life; its authority depends wholly on God as author]

(2) contemporary, functional view [Barth, DB] – because of what it does; authoritative because witnesses/attests to Jesus Christ, the one Word of God we have to hear, trust, obey.  JC is the only unmediated Word.

(3) Calvin: Bible as spectacles.  Sinfulness distorts our vision of ourselves and world (what can be known from general revelation – special revelation in Scripture necessary).  Bible corrects our vision, helps us see ourselves/world as really are.  Spirit necessary to illumine and confirm in us what disclosed in Word; Spirit and Word together necessary for revelation.

(4) Hodges/Warfield – lost autographs of Scripture were inerrant.

Guidelines for interpretation: one triune God revealed in JC at center; work of HS necessary; plain sense takes precedence; in accord with rule of law; listen to rule of faith, tradition; use biblical scholarship tools; no fixed interpretation since a living God; pay attention to what don’t want to hear.

BIBLICAL

2 Tim. 3:16  “All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness”

CONFESSIONS

Scots 3.18-.19  Marks of true church are (1) “true preaching of the Word of God, in which God has revealed himself to us, as the writings of the prophets and apostles declare;” (2) right administration of the sacraments of Christ Jesus, with which must be associated the Word and promise of God to seal and confirm them in our heart; (3) ecclesiastical discipline ministered as God’s Word prescribes.   Interpretation of Scripture doesn’t belong to any public or private person, but to Spirit of God by whom Scriptures written.  In controversy over right interpretation, ask what Spirit uniformly speaks within the body of Scriptures and what Jesus himself did and commanded.   Don’t approve any interpretation contrary to plain Word of God written in Scripture.  Don’t admit any interpretation contrary to any principal point of faith, or to any other plain text of Scripture, or to the rule of love.  Authority of Scripture:  authority is from God, doesn’t depend on men (or anything church –RC church in particular) says.

SHC 5.001-.014  Of Scripture Being the True Word of God:  

1. Canon God spoke and still speaks to us through Scripture; which is the most complete exposition of all that pertains to saving faith and to framing life acceptable to God.  Nothing to be added to canon.

2.  Scripture is the Word of God.

3. Preaching of the Word of God is the Word of God; inward illumination of Spirit necessary for Word to bear fruit, but faith comes from hearing (Rom. 10:17) so Word must be preached.

4. Hermeneutical principles: 

(a)  Scripture interprets Scripture (glean interpretation from nature of language and circumstances in which written, in light of like and unlike passages, of many and clearer passages).

(b) Interpretation that agrees with rule of faith and love.

(c) That which contributes to glory of God and humanity’s salvation.

(d)   Interpretations of Holy Fathers, councils, and human tradition rejected insofar as they disagree with Scripture.     

WCF 6.001-.010:  Knowledge of God from nature insufficient for salvation; God’s self-revelation in Scripture necessary. 

1. AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE: “All [books of OT and NT] are given by inspiration of God, to be the rule of faith and life.  [THEORY OF AUTHORITY: INSPIRATION OF GOD].  Authority of Scripture depends not on testimony of any man or church “but wholly upon God (who is truth itself), the author thereof.”

2.  HOLY SPIRIT’S ROLE:  our persuasion of truth and divine authority of Scripture is from the inward work of the Holy Spirit.

3. Closed canon. 

4. Things necessary for salvation clear to unlearned in Scripture.  

5. OT in Hebrew and NT in Greek immediately inspired by God

6. Rules of interpretation: Interpret less clear in light of more clear

WSC 7.002-.003: Word of God  in Scriptures is only rule to direct how we may glorify and enjoy God; Scriptures principally teach what man is to believed concerning God and what duty God requires of man.

WLC 7.113-.116:  Scriptures are only rule of faith and obedience. Scriptures, by majesty & purity, consent of all parts, scope of whole, by power to convince, to comfort etc, show they are Word of God, but Spirit alone able to persuade human heart that they are Word of God.

DB 8.11-.12:  “Jesus Christ, as he is attested for us in Holy Scripture, is the one Word of God which we have to hear and which we have to trust and obey in life and in death.”  FUNCTIONAL VIEW OF AUTHORITY OF SCRIPTURE: AUTHORITATIVE BECAUSE OF WHAT IT WITNESSES TO (JESUS CHRIST)

BSF 10.4 L. 58-60:  Spirit “who rules our faith and life [WCF INFLUENCE]  in Christ [BARTH THE “IN CHRIST” INFLUENCE] through Scripture, engages us with the Word proclaimed.

Theologians: Theology 9/24-26, 2002

Classical:

Ontological- infallible because of God’s giving it.  

Calvin- spectacles

Princeton school – Hodge- original scripts were inerrant.  

David Kelsey – Duke Divinity, took 6 theologians to see how they thought of authoritative, each theologians had different interps, and he decided that each person developed his theory based on first nurturing community.  The authority of the scripture is granted by the faith community.

Tillich – Decisive symbols, New being in JC. Myth, what the story represents and how we understand it.  
Luther- Scripture is the cradle that hold Christ

Contemporary:

Barth- scriptures are authoritative as they witness and attest to Jesus Christ

Guthrie- God speak to us through the words, language (Heb and Gk), and contexts.  Don’t confuse 
III.  NATURE AND ATTRIBUTES OF GOD

What is God like?

Summary of thoughts: Note change from classical philosophical categories for discussing attributes of God (e.g., WCF) to more biblical description of how God is toward us (functional, relational terms – love); note shift from rather apathic God to Moltmann’s suffering God.  Switch in confessions from emphasis on SOVEREIGN WILL (WCF) TO SOVEREIGN LOVE (C67)

BIBLICAL

1 John:  “God is love”

Ex. 34:6 “The Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.”

CONFESSIONS

Nicene (1.1): “We believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.”

Apostles’ 2.1:  “I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.”

Scots 3.01:  God described as “eternal, infinite, immeasurable, incomprehensible, omnipotent, invisible”

HC 4.011  God is not only righteous (requiring payment for man’s sins), but merciful and gracious.

SHC 5.015-.018  God is one in essence or nature, subsisting in himself, all sufficient in himself, invisible, incorporeal, immense, eternal, Creator all things both visible and invisible, the greatest good, living, quickening and preserving all things, omnipotent and supremely wise, kind an merciful, just and true.” God is also three – one and indivisible God is in person inseparably and without confusion distinguished as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Three persons are consubstantial, coeternal, coequal.  Condemnation of images of God, images of saints, relics, etc.  God alone to e worshipped through Mediator Christ.

WCF 6.011-.012  “one only living and true God, who is infinite in being and perfection, a most pure spirit, invisible, without body parts, or passions, immutable, immense, eternal, incomprehensible, almighty; most wise, mot holy, most free, most absolute, working all things according to the counsel of his own immutable and most righteous will, for his own glory; most loving, gracious, merciful, long-suffering, abundant in goodness and truth, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin; the reward of them that diligently seek him; and withal most just and terrible in his judgments; hating all sin, and who will by no means clear the guilty.  “Is alone in and unto himself all-sufficient, not standing need of any creatures which he hath made, nor deriving any glory from them.  Nothing to him is contingent or uncertain.  Most holy.

WSC 7.004 “God is a Spirit, infinite, eternal, and unchangeable, in his being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth.”

WLC 7.117  “God is a Spirit, in and of himself infinite in being, glory, blessedness, and perfection; all-sufficient, eternal, unchangeable, incomprehensible, everywhere present, almighty; knowing all things, most wise, most holy, most just, most merciful, and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth.” 

C67 9.15-.19  God’s sovereign love is a mystery beyond the reach of man’s mind.  Human though ascribes to God superlatives of power, wisdom, and goodness.  But God reveals his love in Jesus Christ by showing power in the form of a servant, wisdom in the folly of the cross, and goodness in receiving sinful men.  The power of God’s love in Christ to transform the world discloses that the Redeemer is the Lord and Creator who made all things to serve the purpose of his love.” “God has created man in a personal relation with himself that man may respond to the love of the Creator.”

BSF 10.3, l. 27-29, 49-51: “In sovereign love God created the world good and makes every one equally in God’s image . . to live as one community.” Images of mother and father for God “Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still.”

THEOLOGIANS 

Classical

Aquainas- Classical philosophical categories, 
(1) All language about God is analogical (analogia entis – analogy from our being and we transfer it to God; analogia fidei – analogy of faith that looks to Jesus Christ to see what God is like). (Analogy means both similar & dissimilar. Be mindful of feminist critique of exclusive, literal use of patriarchal language as both oppressive, cutting off access to divine, and idolatrous, losing ability to point to truth; Constitution’s direction to use inclusive language).  In coming up with attributes of God, Protestant orthodoxy tended to via negationis (what we are not – the omnis, immutable, etc.), via eminentia  (attributes we share but raised to perfection) – that is both incommunicable attributes (God in God’s essence) and communicable.  Both seen in WCF.

(2) Various models/ways of talking about what kind of reality God is:

(a) Classical theism (as in Aquinas) used fixed philosophical categories (perfect being, pure essence & no accidents, unchanging); Reformers used these categories together with biblical references which in tension with philosophical categories.  

(b) Protestant Scholasticism seen in WCF – somewhat remote transcendental God spoken of in fixed categories (invisible, immutable, incomprehensible), and secondary characteristics of how God is toward us (most loving, etc.)

(c) Contemporary revisions: process theology’s emphasis on becoming (in pantheism or panentheism); Barth: God as being in act – speak of God in terms of acts by which God revealed Godself, chief one Jesus Christ.  God as the original authentic person.  God’s being is in God’s acts toward us.  Other contemporary emphases: relational God, incarnational God, suffering God, God who is future, liberating God.

(3) Calvin: God described in Scripture (e.g., Ex. 34:6-) not as God is in Godself, but as God acts toward us – merciful and gracious.  Better to contemplate God as God reveals self in God’s works toward us, drawing near to us, than to try to contemplate God’s essence.  “Man’s nature is a perpetual factory of idols.”  Easy for us to substitute image for God – this idolatry.  Describes God in economic language rather than ontological categories.  
Contemporary

(4) Barth: (a) God is – God! (b) Starting point for God talk is who God revealed self to be in Jesus Christ (not with human categories, philosophical categories) (c) God is the One who loves in freedom – parts of definition: (i) God is being in act – God’s being/essence understood through how acts (economic as clue to immanent), (ii) One who loves means God wills to belong to us and us to God, seeks & creates fellowship; (iii) freedom – lives and loves in freedom. God is the one original and authentic person.  Only God is perfect (a web of perfections, inseparable, not dualistic opposites-God is one simple essence, not ).  Perfections of divine loving: grace (forgiveness) & holiness (justice), mercy (readiness to share in sympathy and suffering) & righteousness (justice), patience (time and space, development) & wisdom (knows and wills); Perfections of divine freedom/Justice: unity & omnipresence; constancy & omnipotence; eternity & glory.  Lo
(5) Guthrie:  (a) We must hold both sides of paradox together: the God above us (the wholly other, transcendent God who is unlike us, and whose attributes are the negatives and superlatives of via negationis and eminentia) and the God with us seen in JC (how God is toward us)..(b) Danger of starting with human attributes to define what God like (don’t confuse our idea of love with how God’s love is toward us.)  (c) Because God is one simple essence, God is not simply the sum of all attributes that seem in tension.  Examples as to God toward us, both loving and just at same time (e.g., Christ’s death is at same time God’s judgment toward our sinfulness and God’s love for us). (c) God above us characteristics (omnis, immutable etc.) – God’s all powerful nature means can do anything that doesn’t contradict God’s nature; God’s unchanging/immutable nature means God is faithful to God’s character, but is moved, changed by prayer, etc.

(6) Moltmann: The Crucified God: God’s being is seen and known in the cross; it the starting point for discussing nature of God.  In cross, see suffering and death as event in God (critique of classical theism’s apathic God).

IV. TRINITY

Summary:  One in essence, three persons in one hypostasis, joined yet not confused or mixed; perichoresis – no hierarchy, all coequal, coeternal, consubstantial; interpenetration; all persons of the Trinity share in the work of each.  Learn who God is by what God does (immanent Trinity – who God is in Godself; economic – who God is toward us) ; distinguished by processions – Son proceeds from Father, Spirit generated from Father and Son.

Classical doctrine rejects (1) modalism (different modes/functions of God), (2) tritheism (three gods), and (3) subordinationism (hierarchy in which one of persons is dominant).  

Social doctrine of the Trinity: God as a community of diverse persons where relations are characterized by mutuality, reciprocity provides pattern for how human community is to be

BIBLICAL

Matt. 28:19  - baptize “in the name of the Father, the name of the Son and the Holy Spirit.”

John 15:26:  “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who comes from the Father, he will testify on my behalf.”

Isaiah 45:5:  “I am the Lord, and there is no other; besides me there is no god.”

John 1:  “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God.”

CONFESSIONS

Nicene 1.1-1.3:  “We believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible; And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, . . .; And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, who proceedeth from the Father and the Son . . . “

Apostles’ 2.1-2.3: “I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; . . . I believe in the Holy Ghost . . .”

Scots 3.01  “We confess and acknowledge one God alone . . . Who is . . one in substance and yet distinct in three persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.”

HC 4.025  Only one Divine Being, but three persons.  God has revealed himself in his Word, “that these three distinct persons (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) are the one, true, eternal God.”

SHC 5.015-.019  1.  God is one – one in essence or nature, subsisting in himself, all sufficient in himself . . .”

2. God is three – the one and indivisible God is in person inseparably and without confusion distinguished as Father, Son and Holy Spirit.    

3. Not three gods, but three persons, consubstantial, coeternal, and coequal; distinct with respect to hypostases, and with respect to order, one preceding the other but without inequality (processions)

WCF 6.013 In the unity of the Godhead there be three persons of one substance, power, and eternity: God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost.  The Father is . . neither begotten nor proceeding; the Son is eternally begotten of the Father; the Holy Ghost eternally proceeding from the Father and the Son.

(See also WSC 7.005-.006; WLC 7.119-.121 – distinguished by processions)

BSF 10.2, l. 2-5: “Through the grace of our LJC, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel . ..”

C67 9.07 basic Trinitarian preamble.
Topics
(1) 3 Views rejected as heretical: (a) subordinationism (dynamic monarchianism – one ruler) = subordinates other persons in Trinity to one; (b) modalism (Sabellianism, another form of monarchianism)- speaks of 3 modes or functions or 3 masks persons wear (emphasizes oneness over trinity); (c) tritheism = 3 equal gods, 3 distinct beings.

(2) Economic Trinity=God in salvific activity in history, God in relation to us; immanent Trinity=who God is in Godself.  Barth/Rahner – Economic trinity equals the immanent – i.e., how we experience God in redemptive activity discloses something of who God is.  God’s being is in God’s acts.
(3) One substance (ousia) in three persons (hypostases)
(4) Distinction among the persons is in their relation to each other (processions and relations).  Father is unbegotten/paternity.  Son is begotten/filiation.  Spirit is generated/spiration.

(5) Filioque – Spirit proceeds from Father & Son.  East rejects.

(6) Opera trinitates ad extra indivisa sunt.  Each person of the Trinity shares fully, is involved in everything God does (all divine works)—i.e., the works of the Trinity are indivisible.
(7) Perichoresis and interpenetration: Persons interrelated and also interpenetrate each other so that reality of one cannot be separated from reality of the others.  (Perichoresis points to unity of the community of persons)

(8) Social doctrine of the Trinity (Moltmann/Boff): if relatedness is at the center of reality – that is, relatedness, communion, mutuality, self-giving love is at the heart of God (God is social), then this suggests true humanity realized only in human community. (freedom to be with and for each other)

(9) Guthrie: Father/Son/Holy Spirit refers to a kind of relationship among 3;

Theologians
Classical: 

Irenaus –Trinitarian because of our need for salvation.

Nicea 325, Constantinople 381, Ephasis 431, and Chalcedon- 451 Three persons in one substance without division, separation, or 
Contemporary:

Moltmann- relatedness in the Trinity indicates that relatedness is at the center of reality; suggests true humanity is realized in community.
Barth- Immanent and Economic Trinitarian are the same; what we experience God in redemption action discloses to us something about how we understand God.  
Guthrie- (1) works of three are indivisible (can only be understood  (2) perichoresis- divine community; who live with, in, and for each other in mutual openness, freedom, and self-giving love.  
Bosch- In the work of the economic trinity we see the Missio Dei (Mission of God) in reconciling the world to God’s self.  (gives us reconciliation mission as “what God is doing in the world”).
V. CREATION

What is God’s relationship to the world? What is meaning & purpose of existence?

Summary on Creation:

1. Creatio ex nihilo – creation from nothing.
2. Creatio continuans – creation is ongoing.  
3. Creatio Nova – Christ is the New Creation (so are we in Christ).

4. Dualism (Manichaeism)rejected (i.e.,2 coequal powers, good and evil); God is not the author of evil.  Nothing is intrinsically evil; evil a corruption of perversion of good creation  

5. Creation is derivatively (not intrinsically) good – declared good by good Creator

6. Models of God’s relation to world: pantheism/monism (all is God), panentheism (all is in God), deism, theism

7. Doctrine of creation answers questions of meaning and purpose of existence (destiny/end is a loving God); science answers different questions of structure, how.

8. Calvin: Creation/salvation connected: all created through Christ; world ordered to our salvation; end/purpose of creation is glorification of God, world is stage for this.

9. Barth: Creation & covenant connected: Covenant is internal basis for creation, and creation external basis of covenant-can’t separate two.  Means come to see God as creator only by first experiencing the covenanting God seen in Jesus Christ.

Summary on Providence – a way of affirming God’s sovereignty, God’s continuing to sustain, rule, uphold God’s creation.  Rejection of ideas of fortune, chance, luck.  Modern problems with providence (God sending evil in HC, WCF). 

Issue of theodicy:  Source of evil a mystery.  Ultimate affirmation that God is stronger than evil, will have final word.

CREATION

BIBLICAL

Gen. 1:1-4 – “In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.  Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light.  And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness.  God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night.  And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.”  Doxological confession that: (1) God is sovereign; (2) humans in God’s image; (3) humans given special place/dominion & stewardship; (4) created out of nothing & (5) created good

Psalm 24:1 “the Earth is the Lord’s and all that is within it.”

John 1:3-5:  “All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being.  What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.  The light shines in the darkness and the darkness did not overcome it.”  (Christ present @ beginning, uncreated!  Creation Ex Nihilo)
Col. 1:16-17 (Christ hymn): “in him all things in heaven & on earth were created, visible and invisible … all things were created through him and for him.  He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together.”

 2 Cor 5:17 New Creation from Christ.
CONFESSIONS

Nicene 1.1:  “We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible”

Apostles’ 2.1 “I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth”

Scots 3.01:  One triune God. “By whom we confess and believe all things in heaven and earth, visible and invisible, to have been created, to be retained in their being, and to be ruled and guided by his inscrutable providence for such end as his eternal wisdom, goodness, and justice have appointed, and to the manifestation of his own glory.”

Scots 3.02: “God created man…after his own image” no imperfection until the fall. 
HC 4.026 Father “out of nothing created heaven and earth with all that is in them” and “upholds and governs them by his eternal counsel and providence.  God is my Father and will provide me with all things necessary for body and soul.  Whatever evil he sends upon me he will turn to my good, because being almighty is able to do it, and being Father is determined to do it.  [NOTE CONTEMPORARY PROBLEMS WITH IDEA GOD SENDS EVIL]

SHC 5.032-.035  1.  God created all things visible and invisible by his co-eternal Word and preserves them by his co-eternal Spirit.  2.  Rejects Manichaean and Marcionite dualism, which says are two substances or gods, one good and one evil. 3.  Devil is liar and father of lies.  (Jn 8:44) – angel who feel of own free will, cast into destruction and became enemy of all good. 4.   Says man has immortal soul and mortal body (NOT BIBLICAL)

5.046: Arts are the results of God’s blessing. 

 WCF 6.022-.023 The triune God, for the manifestation of God’s glory, (1) created the world, all things visible and invisible, out of nothing, and (2) all very good.  God created humans “with reasonable and immortal souls” [NOTE DISAGREEMENT WITH IMMORTAL SOUL] and with “knowledge, righteousness and true holiness after [God’s] own image,’ with law of God written on heart and power to fulfill it.  (WSC 7.009-.010: Creation out of nothing, very good, humans in God’s image of knowledge, righteousness, and holiness, with dominion over creatures.)

C67 9.16  God created world of space and time to be sphere of dealings with man; it reflects to eye of faith the majesty and mystery of its Creator.

BSF 10.3 l.29-32 In SOVEREIGN LOVE God created the world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image, male and female, of very race and people, to live as one community.

THEOLOGIANS 

MODELS OF HOW GOD IS RELATED TO WORLD:

(1) Classical Theism: Creation ex nihilo:  God is the sole & transcendent source of all that is, bringing  the world into existence out of nothing as a purposive act of a free & loving will.  God also has a continuing relationship with the world – creatio continuans: God’s creative activity continues in present, preserving & sustaining, bringing about new beginnings). 

(a) God is sole & transcendent source: (i) This rejects pantheism/monism which suggests we’re created out of God, little divine sparks, which seen as idolatrous.  (ii) Also rejects all forms of dualism, like Manichaeism which suggests another principle of reality that is evil; no creation out of any pre-existent matter or chaos.  God is transcendent over evil.

(b) Creatures are dependent, yet real & good, i.e., they have a separate existence.  (i) Affirming separate existence rejects pantheism in which there is only one single reality and (ii) “Real & good” rejects Platonic views denigrating matter as less real and good than ideas.  Creatures are good because God is source and God declared creation good.

(c) God creates in freedom – out of love and not out of need (this protects God’s sovereignty, unlike panentheist views)—and with a purpose: purpose of creation is love.  Destiny/end/purpose of creation is a loving God.

  Models rejected by classical theism:

2. Deism:  God created a structured, ordered world, then left it alone & has no continuing relationship with it.  Know God through reason.

3. Pantheism:  Everything is God; there is one single reality: God.  Pure immanence. (Theism rejects as idolatrous with the “out of nothing” affirmation.)

4. Panentheism: Everything is in God.  Everything that exists is included in God but doesn’t exhaust God’s being or creativity.

CALVIN:  Creation & salvation connected: (1) All created through Christ. (2) Creation is ordered to our salvation – for the purpose of.  (3) Final end or telos of creation is to glorify God.  World is understood as the stage or theatre for the glorification of God.

BARTH:  Creation & covenant inseparably related: (1) Covenant is internal basis of creation; (2) creation is external basis of covenant. (3) Come to know God as creator only after experiencing the covenanting God seen in Jesus Christ.  (4) Covenanting God seeks communion with us, therefore creates world. (5) Hence, co-existence/relatedness is basic form of humanity.

GUTHRIE:  God is above and independent of creation but also is lovingly present and at work in it.  Creation is done good, and so the body and physicality is good.  Temporal life is good.  (Biblical faith is shockingly materialistic)  Nothing in the world is to be feared.  Nothing in creation is to be worshiped (National identity is demonic when given ultimate allegiance).  (we rebel in creation unlike all other creatures neither the Bible or Xian theology has become a bad creation)
VI. PROVIDENCE

Question: Does God have a continuing relationship with the world? Yes-rejecting Deism; confession (not explanation) of God’s sovereignty; a mystery (God’s secret plan)  (Raises problem of human freedom/divine sovereignty)

-Providence is not so much about the eternal destiny, but about where we are along the way.  

-In both the good and the bad God will accomplish God’s purposes.

If we think of the Triune God; the death of the Son is an event in the life of the Godhead.  God goes with us in our suffering.  
BIBLICAL

Gen. 50:20 – (Joseph) God sent me before you to preserve life.  You intended it for evil, but God meant it for good.

Ps. 139:3 (“thou searchest out all my ways.  Even before a word is on my tongue, thou knowest it altogether”

Matt.10:29 – not one of the sparrows will fall to the ground without your Father’s will

Matt. 6:24ff – birds of air fed, lilies of valley clothed by Father, hairs of our head numbered

CONFESSIONS

HC 4.026-.028 God upholds and governs all things by eternal counsel and providence; so can be trusted to provide all things necessary for body and soul; whatever evil he sends he will turn to my good because able (almighty) and determined (faithful Father) to do.  Provide is power of God whereby upholds and rules in such a way that everything (including fruitful and unfruitful years, health and sickness, richness and poverty) come not by chance by his hand.  [NOTE CONTEMPORARY PROBLEMS WITH EVIL BEING SENT, CONDITIONS OF POVERTY, ETC.]  What we learn from providence: to be patient in adversity, grateful in blessing, to trust God for future assured that nothing can separate us from God’s love. [PROVIDENCE AS DOCTRINE INTENDED TO ASSURE US]

SHC 5.029-031   All things are governed by God’s providence; rejects idea God doesn’t care.  Means not to be despised: reject view that our efforts in vain if God manages all, God has appointed everything to its end and has ordained means by which it reaches its goal.  Rejection of chance.

WCF 6.014 -.015, .024-.030

(1) God, by his own will [PRIMARY CLASSICAL METAPHOR: GOD’S SOVEREIGN WILL; contrast sovereign love in C67 and BSF], ordained whatever comes to pass. (Providence defined as God’s action, according to God’s sovereign will (eternal decree) to uphold, direct, dispose and govern all creations, actions, and things) (WSC 7.007-.008: Decrees of God are his eternal purposes, according to God’s will, whereby God for own glory, foreordains whatever comes to pass.  Decrees are executed in works of creation and providence. 7.011- Providence=God’s preserving and governing all his creatures, and all their actions.  WLC 7.122, 7.128 – Providence, decrees according to God’s will, foreordaining all that comes to pass; providence defined as preserving/governing all creatures and their actions)

(2) Yet God is not author of sin. (Even though God is first cause of all, the sinfulness of humans proceeds only from humans and not from God.)

(3) Nor are secondary causes denied.  God is free to work without, above, and against second causes.  

(4) God’s decree is NOT a matter of foreknowledge (foreseeing).

(5) Evil: God leaves his children subject to temptations to chastise them for former sins or to reveal to them their corruption, that they be humbled, to increase their dependence on God, to make them more watchful against sin and “for other just and holy ends.”

(6) God sometimes withholds his grace from the wicked, gives them to their own lusts and power of Satan and thus they harden themselves.

(7) God’s providence takes care of his church in a special manner and disposes all things to the good of the church.  

 WLC 7.129-30:  God’s providence toward angels to let some fall into sin and damnation; toward man before Fall to put in garden with liberty to eat (except of tree of knowledge), dominion over creatures, ordaining marriage, covenant life on condition of perfect obedience with tree of life as pledge and prohibition on tree of knowledge on pain of death.

THEOLOGIANS 

CALVIN: Sovereign God as ruler and governor of ALL things

 Eyes and hands of God at work in the world.  

The Lord will provide.  
(1) Definition of providence: that by which all events are governed by God (both personal life & larger history); general-God’s rule over continued ordering of creation; special-in individual events

(2) What it’s NOT: Not simply foreknowledge or permission, but matter of God’s active will; not fortune or chance (pagan ideas), but affirmation that God has a purpose, a secret plan; not fate (Stoics); not determinism:  Though God’s will is principal cause, author of all, secondary causes aren’t denied—that is, man is free to work against the divine will.  God sometimes works through, without, and contrary to intermediaries.

(3) God’s providence is source of solace, joy, happiness to believer, producing gratitude for any prosperity, patience in adversity, and trust in God for the future with the assurance that nothing can separate us from God’s love

Three Aspects of Classical Doctrine:

Created Ex-Nihilo is the fourth (God creates out of nothing; Providence is related to Creation.)
(1) Preserving: conservatio-God preserve & sustains creation on continuing basis; without this, it would collapse

(2) Accompanying: concursus-God accompanies us, is actively involved in events in history: This raises questions of how understand human agency/divine will.  Classical doctrine acknowledges human agency, but says God works out divine will sometimes through, without or contrary to human agency.

(3) Governing/ruling: gubernatio: God’s secret plan governs all events to accomplish God’s final purpose.

Shift in Modern Theology From Classical Emphasis on Sovereign Will to Sovereign Love: (Talk of God’s presence/absence in world, not God’s activity and responsibility)  Many theologians want to talk about providence in general not in specific good or bad situations.  
Bonehoeffer- We find God in the middle of even Nazi prison.

Barth- “God with us” is the covenant.  Creation is the theater/ external basis of the covenant.  
Guthrie- There are things outside of God’s will.  

Hunsinger- In Christ himself we see a perfect cohearance between God’s will and human will; though we see it no place else.  But is human will at work in conforming to he purposes of God.  Gesthemene becomes the paradigm for understanding providence.  
PROBLEM OF EVIL: THEODICY (Evil a mystery)

Classical statement of the logical problem: If evil is a reality (not illusion), then God is either (1) good and unable to prevent evil OR (2) able but unwilling to prevent evil (therefore not good).  Logical contradiction among omnipotence, goodness, and reality of evil.

Biblical witness re evil:

(1) Evil a reality, not illusion

(2) God is not the author of evil; creation is good

(3) Source of evil is a mystery  (logical problem of how understand source of evil – free will of humans indirectly attributes to God, and removing from God by positing another subsistent reality called evil risks cosmic dualism that compromises God’s sovereignty)  BARTH’S SOLUTION: Evil is Das Nichtige: nothingness, a negative reality that has an intentionality and virulence, is defined as that which God does not will or want, and which God provisionally overcomes (with final victory assured) in death/resurrection of Jesus Christ.

(4) Evil is more than consequences of sin: can’t reduce to this = has an intentionality

(5) Evil is not God’s co-equal (dualism rejected)

(6) Evil is God’s enemy, that which tries to separate us from God (bring about second death)

(7) God triumphs over evil and death in cross/resurrection.  Provisional victory & final victory assured-eschatological hope.

MOLTMANN:  Cross & Trinity: Cross shows God participates in the suffering and death of the world.  Christ event is event in God’s being.  Resurrection shows God ultimately triumphs over evil & death.

VII. HUMAN BEINGS AS CREATURES (THEOLOGICAL ANTHROPOLOGY)

What does it mean to be human?

BIBLICAL

Gen.1-2: Created in image of God, have a purpose/calling-dominion over & stewardship of creation.

CONFESSIONS

Scots 3.02  God created human after own image, gave wisdom, lordship, justice, free will, and self-consciousness.  Both fell, woman deceived by serpent and man obeying woman’s voice, “both conspiring against the sovereign majesty of God” who had forbidden to eat of tree of knowledge.

HC 4.006  God created man good and in his image, in true righteousness and holiness (not evil) SO THAT [NOTE PURPOSE OF CREATION] “he might rightly know God his Creator, love him with his whole heart, and live with him in eternal blessedness, praising and glorifying him.”

SHC 5.036, .043-.046, .051 Man originally in God’s image, true righteousness and holiness, good and upright.  By own fault abandoned this, became subject to sin, death, various calamities.  Sin is innate corruption of man, derived from first parents, whereby “inclined to all evil . . unable to do even to think anything good of ourselves”  Originally free will (ability to continue in goodness and decline evil) lost after fall, so that understanding is darkened and will now enslaved; Man does evil by own free will.  Isn’t capable of good per se – Spirit’s work necessary to regenerate the will, enable man to do good.  Arts are result of God’s blessing.

WCF 6.023, .059-.060  God created humans, male and female, “with reasonable and immortal souls” (DISAGREE), 

Endued “with knowledge, righteousness, and true holiness after his own image, having law of God written in their hearts, and power to fulfill it, and yet under a possibility of transgressing, being left to the liberty of their own will”  Besides law on heart, command not to eat of tree of knowledge of good and evil, and were happy and in communion with God and dominion over creatures while kept.   Man created with free will, freedom and power to do the good, yet also to decline to do so and therefore with possibility of falling from that which pleasing to God. (Same WLC 7.127)

WSC 7.001, .010, .012  Chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy God forever. (WLC 7.111 same)  Created humans after own image, in knowledge, righteousness and holiness, with dominion over creatures. God entered covenant of life with man, on condition of perfect obedience, commanding not to eat of tree of knowledge of good & evil, on pain of death. (WLC 7.130 – Same covenant of life)

C67 9.17  God created humans “in a personal relation with [God]self that [hu]mans might respond to the love of the Creator.” Created M/F, endowed with capacities to make world serve man’s needs and to enjoy its good things.  “Life is a gift to be received with gratitude and a task to be pursued with courage.  Man is free to seek his life within the purpose of God: to develop and protect the resources of nature for the common welfare, to work for justice and peace in society, and in other ways to use his creative power for the fulfillment of human life.”

BSF 10.3, l. 29-32  God created world in sovereign love; makes everyone equally in God’s image, to live as one community.

THEOLOGIANS

CALVIN:  

(1) Knowledge of self cannot be had without knowledge of God (2 inseparably related; true wisdom has these 2 parts)

(2) Influence of Platonic dualism (immortal soul is real part): Immortal soul is where image of God resides (God’s image in inner good of soul, which trapped in body).  Soul understood as faculties of intellect (cognitive) and will (appetitive). [CRITIQUE: This unbiblical because in Hebrew soul is not incorporeal substance but animating principle, breath of life; we’re embodied souls.]  This image distorted by sin; restored to integrity through Christ in whom we see true piety, righteousness that originally characterized humans created in God’s image.  Love fellow human beings because they bear image of God in them.

Westminster Confession of Faith shows imprint of Calvin & Platonic dualism when refers to immortal soul.

NIEBUHR:  Man exists is state of anxiety between his freedom (capacity for self-transcendence) and finitude.

INTERPRETATIONS OF BEING HUMAN:
(1) 
Imago Dei -Primary image in classical theism, but different interpretations: Calvin’s immortal soul, which seen in WCF.  Critique of this as unbiblical.

(2)
Christological Focus: BARTH:  Jesus defines true humanity: Jesus is 

(a) the human for God, who acts to do God’s work. (i) Our true humanity rests on God’s election of us; (ii) rests on listening to God’s Word, being addressed by God., (iii) on gratitude, giving thanks to God, (iv) on responding to God with obedience, knowledge of God, and worship.

(b) The human for others: Find humanity only by living in community: (i) seeing and being seen (ii) mutual speaking and listening, (iii) helping and receiving help, (iv) doing all with joy and gladness.

(3) GUTHRIE: To be human is to be in fellowship with God and to live in fellowship with others who are different from ourselves.  Humanity therefore found outside ourselves in relatedness to God and others (not in any intellectual, moral, spiritual capacity in ourselves as Calvin, WCF immortal soul view posits).

(4) TRINITARIAN FOCUS:God is a community of loving relationships characterized by equality, mutuality, and reciprocity.  The imago Dei/true humanity means living in loving relationships that have this quality.

VII.      SIN (AND LACK OF FREE WILL TO TURN OURSELVES TO GOD)

BIBLICAL:
Gen. 3:
  Root of sin: Humanity (represented by Adam & Eve) do not trust God’s word (that if they ate of the tree of knowledge of good and evil they would die).  Desire to be like God (knowing good and evil), turning from dependence on God.  Consequences seen in biblical story: broken community (with God and each other), work no longer tending/feeding but by sweat of brow, pain; attention turned from their ruling and caring for creation to themselves (humanity curved inward)

Rom. 5:12-21: Adam & Christ: Just as sin came into the word thru one man, and death came through sin, and so death spread to all because all have sinned . . . [J]ust as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all.”

Rom 7:14-25 – Christian struggles with enslavement to sin throughout life.

CONFESSIONS:  Collectively: original sin is a condition inhering in all humans that affects their whole being and that our first parents were representative, their sin (turning from dependence on God) was imputed to whole race. (Original sin – hereditary view -ours by propagation; or imputed/Adam as representative.] Actual sins proceed from the condition of original sin --wholly inclined toward evil, to hate God and neighbor, to pursue self-interest, unable to do the good absent God’s grace liberating our enslaved will and renewing us.

Creeds (Apostles: I believe in the forgiveness of sins . . . . Nicene: acknowledge 1 baptism for remission of sin)

Scots (3.03):  Original sin defined:  By this transgression . . . , the image of God was utterly defaced in man, and he and his children became by nature hostile to God, slaves to Satan, and servants to sin.  (Rebirth is wrought by the power of the Holy Ghost creating in the hearts of God’s chosen an assured faith in the promise of God revealed to us in his Word.”)

HC 4.005-4.011:  Humans can’t keep the law of God (to love God, neighbor) perfectly  “for by nature I am prone to hate God and my neighbor.”  Though God created man good and in God’s image (righteous, holy), human nature was corrupted by the disobedience of our first parents so that all are born in a state of sin.  Consequence of sin: “[W]e are altogether unable to do good and prone to do evil . . unless we are born again through the Spirit of God.”  God’s wrath is against inborn sin and actual sins.  God’s righteousness requires that  sin be punished.

SHC 5.036-5.045:  SIN:  Man created in God’s image, in righteousness and holiness, good and upright.  Fall was “by his own fault”  Consequence – became subject to sin, death, various calamities.  Definition of sin:  that “innate corruption” (derived from first parents) “by which we are immersed in perverse desires and averse to all good, are inclined to all evil.” Bodily and eternal punishment are consequences.  (Rom. 4:12). Actual sins arise from same fountain of corruption and unbelief.  Condemns Pelagianism.  God is not the author of sin.  He permits evil but is capable of bringing good out of evil.  FREE WILL: Before fall humanity had free will, was capable of doing good and declining to do evil.  After fall human understanding is darkened and human will is enslaved to sin.  “In regard to goodness and virtue man’s reason does not judge rightly of itself concerning divine things.” Hence unregenerate man has no free will for good, no strength to perform what is good.  Regeneration: By Holy Spirit the darkened understanding is illumined so human can perceive God’s will and humanity’s will is changed and equipped so that it will and is able to do the good.  Nevertheless, even in regenerate man, the will is weak; a continual battle in this life with sin (Rom. 7).

WCF 6.031-.039:  Because ate forbidden fruit, man fell from original righteousness and communion with God, became dead in sin, and wholly defiled in all the faculties and parts of soul and body.  Corruption conveyed to all posterity.  Definition of original corruption, “we are utterly indisposed, disable, and made opposite to all good, and wholly inclined to all evil” – actual transgressions proceed from this corruption. (Covenant of grace in Christ freely offers life and salvation by Jesus Christ to sinners) LACK OF FREE WILL (6.061-.063):  Because of sin, man lost “all ability of will to any spiritual good accompanying salvation” and “is not able, by his own strength, to convert himself, or to prepare himself thereunto.”  God’s grace alone enables man freely to will and to do the spiritual good.  By reason of remaining corruption in this life, man still cannot perfectly will and do the good; that comes in state of glory only.

WSC 7.013-.020:  DEFINITION OF SIN: “any want of conformity to or transgression of the law of God.”  Consequence: lost communion with God, subject to all miseries of life, to death, and eternal punishment.  But God, by free grace, elects some in Jesus Christ for redemption. 

WLC 7.035: DEFINITION OF ORIGINAL SIN (FROM WHICH ACTUAL SINS PROCEED): “the corruption of his nature, whereby he is utterly indisposed, disables, and made opposite unto all that is spiritually good, and wholly includes to all evil, and that continually”  Consequences (7.138-39): loss of communion with God, God’s displeasure and curse, bondslaves to Satan, liable to punishments of sin in this world and world to come (everlasting separation from God)

C67 (9.12-.14):   God’s love in JC exposes the evil in us as sin in God’s sight.  “In sin, men claim mastery of their own lives, turn against God and their fellow men, and become exploiters and despoilers of the world.  They lose their humanity in futile striving and are left in rebellion, despair and isolation.”  “All human virtue (when seen in light of God’s love in JC) . . . is infected by self-interest and hostility.”  God’s love against those who oppose him expressed in wrath; God , in same love, took on judgment and death in JC for our forgiveness and new life.

BSF 10.3:  “we rebel against God [Augustinian]; we hide from our Creator [feminist].  Ignoring God’s commandments, we violate the image of God in others and ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care.”

THEOLOGIANS:
Augustine (v. Pelagius):  Before fall, man able to will and do good, avoid sin.  After the fall (occurring through man’s own fault), non posse non peccare (not able not to sin).  Man’s will is no longer free to choose and do the good, but is now enslaved.  This bondage affects all of man’s capacities (mind darkened, will enslaved).  Grace of God necessary to redirect man’s will toward God.  Adams’ sin passed on thru propagation.  Whole race stands guilty before God.

Contrast Pelagian views: Pelagius rejected original sin; man still has free will. Sin was just a habit/custom, an individual act of disobedience.  Because will still free, it is possible for humanity to follow the law of God (to be perfect). Law and Jesus Christ are models of how to live.  (Reformed view rejects all Pelagian views that suggest that we retain any free will that allows us to cooperate, have any role in turning ourselves back to God.  All the work of Holy Spirit in Reformed view).  (Roman Catholic view based on Aquinas’ cooperative grace: God infuses a habit of grace, with which we can then cooperate toward our salvation.)

Contrast Arminian view:  Arminius thought scholastic Reformed view too fatalistic, felt humans could have some role in salvation – take 1st step to turn to God).  Arminian view reject in Canons of Dort (TULIP – total depravity and unconditional election affirm nothing in us able to turn to God, God alone enables and unconditionally elects us)

Luther:  First sin was unbelief, not trusting that God’s word good for humans.  Consequence, evil desires now characterize our will and we can’t turn back to God on our own.  Man is curved into himself (homo incurvatus in se ipsum).  This condition precedes any conscious decision of the will.  Entirely dependent on God’s grace.  Simul justus et peccator (simultaneously justified and sinner).  Know our sinfulness in light of God’s law.

Calvin:  Unfaithfulness (not trusting God’s word) is root of fall.  Consequence: corruption of nature which previously good, spread to whole race, every part of human affected, will enslaved  (not possible not to sin).  Conversion totally depends on God’s grace; man can’t cooperate (even first impulse to God result of God’s work). Knowledge of grace is prior to knowledge of sin. (Pride is most basic form of sin)

Barth:   Knowledge of sin is thru knowledge of God in Jesus Christ, can’t understand our sinfulness from law unconnected with gospel because latter tells us it is God who in Christ is dealing with our sin. (Grace, sin, grace). 

Niebuhr:  Man’s anxiety re his finitude (creatureliness) and freedom is precondition to sin.  Unfaithfulness, not trusting God’s word is root of sin.  Sin takes two predominant forms: pride (seeking to be like God, deny creatureliness, seek self-mastery) or sensuality (hiding from one’s freedom, escaping into world’s vitalities).  Pride more basic; its 4 manifestations – 1. pride of power (self-mastery, independence of God), 2. intellectual pride (denying conditional nature of our knowledge), 3. moral pride (better than others; set up own standards, not God’s), 4. spiritual pride (self-deification, religious intolerance).  Dishonesty related to pride: deceiving ourselves that we’re not sinful, that we deserve self-love.  Sin as greater than sum of individual sins; in societal structures.

Feminist Critique:  Classical view that pride is basic form of sin ignores experience of women, for whom refusal to use freedom, to be the self God created one to be, hiding from responsible use of one’s talents, may be more basic.

(Feminist critique of sexism and distorted views of sexuality arising from Augustinian influence – sin associated with sex, Eve’s critical role, denigrating bodiliness).  Sin in social structures (patriarchy).

Liberationists:  Sin in social structures, is larger than sum of individual sins.   

Sin:  A paradox – inherited, but we are also responsible.  A mystery – source not explained.   A complex reality with many faces, many forms (structural and individual; pride, self-denial; power over others).  A self-deceiving quality

VIII.  JESUS CHRIST – INCARNATION (PERSON)

Summary of classical Christology (who is), settled by 4 Christological councils of Nicaea,Constantinople, Ephesus, Chalcedon: 

1. true God - same substance (homoousios) as Father (rejecting Arius’ view that Jesus a creature lesser than God, that “there was a time when he was not”; rejecting Ebionitism, emphasis on humanity at expense of divinity, and Antiochene-Logos/anthropos or Word became human view that tended to Ebionitism) 

2. true human – (rejecting Docetic view that only appeared human, Alexandrian view that emphasized divinity over humanity in Logos/sarx or Word became flesh formula; rejecting extreme Apollinarius view (in Alexandrine school) that divine mind/logos replaced rational human soul in Jesus)

3. two distinct natures in one person, joined but not confused or mixed.  Rejecting Nestorius (who distorted unity of two natures, two Christs), rejecting Eutyches, rejecting Monothelites (one divine will); Monophysite (one divine nature).  

4. New emphasis beginning with Reformers: Understand who Christ is (person) not in terms of philosophical categories (in se), but by looking at what Christ does—Jesus’ work as Mediator between God and man, who executes this role by the 3 offices of prophet, priest and king.

Contemporary theology:

Schleiermacher – Jesus as perfect God-consciousness

Tillich – Jesus as “New Being”

Barth – Jesus as both (a) Lord who became servant of all, and (b) Servant who became Lord of all (reinterpretation of Chalcedon)

CONFESSIONS

Nicene 1.2:   “And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten son of God, begotten of the Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God, begotten not made, being of one substance with the Father (rejecting Arius); by whom all things were made; who for us men, and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man, and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered and was buried . . .”

Apostles’ 2.2:  “And in Jesus Christ his only son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; . . . “

Scots 3.06-.07, .08: Jesus is “true God and true man, two perfect natures united and joined in one person.”  Godhead alone couldn’t suffer death, and manhood alone couldn’t overcome death, so joined together in one person so that manhood suffers the death we deserve and the power of the divine should triumph over death.  

HC  4.015-.018, 4.029-.036: Why Jesus had to be true God and true man to be our mediator and redeemer: true man because God’s righteousness requires that only a man could make reparation for sins of man, and true God because only by the power of divinity could he bear as a man the burden of God’s wrath and recover for us and restore to us righteousness and life.  Christ’s 3-fold office as the anointed one: Anointed with Spirit to be (1) our chief Prophet and Teacher, fully revealing to us the secret purpose and will of God concerning our redemption, (2) our only High Priest, having redeemed us by the one sacrifice of his body and ever interceding for us with the Father, (3) our eternal King, governing us by his Word and Spirit and defending and sustaining us in the redemption he has won for us.

SHC 5.062-.075:  Jesus Christ as True God and Man, Only Savior of World: 

(1) Christ is True God, foreordained from eternity to be Savior of world; with respect to his divinity is coequal and consubstantial with the Father; true God not by adoption or any merit, but in substance and nature (rejecting Arius). 

(2) Christ is True Man, Having Real Flesh, a Rational Soul (rejecting Apollinarius view that Christ’s divinity took the place of a rational soul or reason in Christ)

(3) Two Natures in Christ, divine and human, bound and united in such a way that not confused or mixed, joined in one person but the properties of the natures not being impaired. 

(4) Not Two But One Christ (rejecting Nestorius who would make two Christs and dissolve the unity of the Person, rejecting Eutyches, Monophysites (one divine nature), Monothelites (one divine will)

Rejects view that divinity in Christ suffered (Moltmann would disagree); Human nature of Christ is not everywhere in world, but ascended.  Christ’s is truly risen from dead, in same flesh in which crucified, died and buried (affirms Jesus’ true humanity, and that the risen Lord is the same Jesus who lived as human and thus that Jesus of Nazareth is the author of our salvation)

WCF 6.043=.045:  Christ the Mediator:  

(1) is very God, of one substance and equal with Father

(2) true man – took on man’s nature, yet without sin; conceived by HS, born of womb of Mary, of her substance.

(3) Two distinct natures, God and man, inseparably joined in one person but without confusion.

(4) 3-fold office as Mediator between God and man – prophet, priest and king

THEOLOGIANS:

Calvin: 3-fold office of Christ as Mediator.

IX.  JESUS CHRIST - ATONEMENT & RESURRECTION (WORK)

BIBLICAL IMAGES OF ATONEMENT: (C67-Variety; no one can explain mystery)

1. Financial Image/Ransom:  Mk. 10:45 Christ a “ransom” suggests

(a) Christ paid a debt (1 Cor. 6:20 – we’re “bought with a price”);

(b) Christ as agent of our liberation/release from enslavement (Gal. 5:1 “For freedom Christ has set you free”)

2. Military/Cosmic Image: Col. Christ as warrior who defeats, & deliver us from, powers of darkness (sin/ death/evil) 

3. Sacrificial/Ritual Image: (a) Jesus as lamb of God who takes away sin of world (John); Jesus as great high priest who offers once-for-all sacrifice and IS the sacrifice (Hebrews) (Cf. Calvin: Christ 3-fold office as Mediator includes priestly office) 

4. Legal/Judicial: Rom. 5:6-21: Sin/separation from God is legal problem; because of the righteous Christ’s death for the unrighteous, God declares us just/righteous (Christ’s righteousness imputed to us) (Rom. 5:19-“Just as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by one man’s obedience we are made righteous.”)

CONFESSIONS:

SUMMARY OF REFORMED POSITION RE WORK OF JESUS CHRIST:

Jesus Christ as Redeemer, Mediator between God and humanity whose sacrifice reconciled us, restored us to fellowship with God, made us right before God (Christ’s righteousness imputed to us).  Three-fold office of Jesus Christ as Prophet (reveals will of God to us by Word & Spirit), Priest (himself the once-for-all sacrifice; he our intercessor), and King (rules, defends us against spiritual forces opposed to God).  

Creeds:  Apostles: “suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified dead and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead;”  Nicene:  “was crucified for us also under Pontius Pilate.   He suffered and was buried, and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures”

Scots 3.09-.011:  Wounded for our transgressions that we should be absolved from God’s judgment, wrath we deserved, to make full atonement, no other sacrifice for sin, atonement thereby purchased for us.  Rose for our justification and destruction of death and brought life to us who subject to death and its bondage.  Bodily resurrection confirmed by appearances,; will visibly return for last judgment.  Christ our Head and only Mediator, the promised Messiah, the only Head of his Kirk, our just Lawgiver, our only High Priest, Advocate, and Mediator.

HC 4.012-.015, 4.037-.052: God’s righteousness must be satisfied, payment made for our sins; we can’t do this for ourselves; a Mediator & Redeemer who is a true and righteous man (because a man must pay for man’s sins, but one who is a sinner cannot) and who is true God (since divine nature necessary to bear God’s wrath and restore us to righteousness & life).Meaning of “suffered . . . crucified, dead and buried”: Christ’s suffering means he bore the wrath of God against the sin of the human race so that his suffering, the only expiatory sacrifice, might redeem us; crucifixion was bearing the curse; buried means really dead.  Benefits from Christ’s death: our old self is crucified, put to death so that evil might not reign in us.  “Descended into hell” means suffered anguish in his soul.    Benefits of resurrection: (1) he overcame death, (2) we are raised by his power to a new life, (3) pledge of our resurrection.  Benefit from Christ’s ascension:   (1) Jesus is Advocate for us before Father, (2) pledge that he will take us up also, (3) sends Spirit by whose power we seek what is above.

SHC 5.071, 5.076-.77: Fruit of Christ’s death and resurrection: By his death reconciled the faithful to the Father, maid expiation for sins, disarmed death, overcame damnation and hell; by his resurrection restored life and immortality.  JC is only Savior of the world and the awaited Messiah.

WCF 6.046-.050, 6.055: (6.047 ) – By his perfect obedience and sacrifice of himself once offered to God, he satisfied the justice of the Father and purchased reconciliation and everlasting inheritance for those the Father has given to Christ. (see also 6.070-discharged debt, satisfied Father’s justice)

WSC 7.023-.028 CHRIST’S 3-FOLD OFFICE AS REDEEMER in both his humiliation and exaltation: (1) Prophet-reveals to us, by Word and Spirit, the will of God for our salvation, (2) Priest – (a) once offering up himself as sacrifice to satisfy divine justice and reconcile us to God, (b) making continual intercession for us; (3) King – subduing us to himself, ruling and defending us, restraining and conquering all his and our enemies.   Humiliation – born in low condition, miseries of life, wrath of God, cursed death on cross, buried, and under power of death for a time; exaltation – raised from dead, ascended to heaven and sitting at right hand, coming to judge. (Same points in WLC 7.152-.167: Benefits of Christ’s mediation: redemption and all its benefits)

DB 8.10-.15:  (1) Jesus Christ, as he attested for us in Scripture, is the one Word of God which we have to hear and which we have to trust and obey in life and in death.  (John 14:6 – I am the way, truth, the life; Jn 10 – I am the door).  (2) Christ, God made our wisdom, our righteousness, our sanctification and our redemption (I Cor. 3:10) – Christ is (a) God’s assurance of forgiveness of our sins, and (b) God’s mighty claim upon our whole lives (all areas need justification and sanctification through him) by which we’re freed from godless fetters of this world for a free, grateful service to all his creatures.

C67 9.07-.11:  In Jesus Christ God was reconciling the world to himself (II Cor. 5:19).  Jesus Christ took upon himself the judgment under which all humans stand convicted.  By raising from dead, God vindicated Jesus as Messiah and Lord, winning victory over sin and death for all. Variety of biblical descriptions (sacrifice of lamb, atonement by priest, ransom of slave, payment of debt, vicarious satisfaction of legal penalty, victory over powers of evil) reveal mystery, depth of God’s love for humanity, and the gravity, cost, and sure achievement of God’s reconciling work.  (Those who trust Christ don’t fear judgment because the Judge is their Redeemer)

BSF 10.2:  “Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human pain and  giving his life for the sins of the world.”

THEOLOGIANS ON ATONEMENT:

THREE MAJOR MODELS FOR UNDERSTANDING EFFECT OF CHRIST’S DEATH:

1. Christus Victor:  Christ’s death was triumph over evil

2. Satisfaction Theory:  (a) Anselm: Christ’s death satisfied demand that God’s honor be vindicated, punishment rendered; propitiation, expiation; (b) Legal debt paid by Christ

3. Moral Influence Theory (not in Reformed Confessions):   Depth of love seen in death on cross moves us to live as Christ lived.
Anselm:
 Cur Deus Homo?  God dishonored by sin.  God had to become man to pay debt owed to God, to restore God’s honor.  Debt so great humans couldn’t pay, only God could.   Criticism of Anselm seen in Calvin:  Anselm satisfaction theory unbiblical in suggesting God’s love had to be purchased by Christ’s death; Christ’s death derives from/is work of God’s love, not a purchase of it.  Rom. 5:8 “God shows his love for us in that while we were yet sinners Christ died for us.”    

Calvin:  Reconciliation not an act that inclines/purchases God’s love toward us because God’s love precedes this.  Though God cannot love the unrighteousness/sin in us, God shows love in that while yet sinners, Christ died for us (Rom 5:8).  Christ has redeemed us thru his obedience; our guilt imputed/transferred to Christ.  Christ was “crucified” (a cursed form of death) to satisfy God and purify us.  2-fold effect of Christ’s death: (1) broke power of death, (2) mortification of “old man” in us (Rom. 6:4 “buried with him into death”).

Guthrie:  Agrees Anselm unbiblical: satisfaction theory suggests a split within God, that angry Father being appeased by loving Son, when God at work in Christ reconciling world to himself.   All work of the one triune God who loves us, and loved us while yet sinners.

Moltmann:  Emphasis on suffering/death on the cross as an event within God. (In contrast to classical view that the divinity in Christ did not suffer on the cross, only his humanity.)

Womanist Critique:  Substitutionary theory of atonement theory glorifies surrogacy, suffering. 

RESURRECTION 

BIBLICAL:

Empty tomb and appearance stories in Mt. 28, Mk. 16, Lk 24, Jn 20-21

1 Cor. 15 – Christ’s resurrection means we will also be raised.  (If Christ not raised, our faith in vain)

CONFESSIONS: Emphasize that Christ was raised in the very same body in which he appeared on earth (to reject theories he didn’t really die, was resuscitated), though a glorified body.  Continuity between earthly Jesus and the risen Lord.  

Scots 3.10: Rose “for our justification, and the destruction of him who was the author of death, and brought life again to us who were subject to death and its bondage.”  (1) Justification, (2) New life, (3) Broke power of  death/evil

HC 4.045: 3-fold benefit of resurrection: (1) we share in righteousness Christ obtained for us by his death, (2) we are raised to new life, (3) pledge of our resurrection.

SHC 5.073, .076:   “the same Jesus Christ our Lord, in his true flesh in which he was crucified and died, rose again.” (Lk 24: Emmaus road appearance).   By death & resurrection, (1) reconciled us, (2) made expiation for our sins, (3) disarmed death, (4) overcame damnation and hell; by resurrection, restored life & immortality

WCF 6.046: Rose in same body in which he suffered

WLC 7.162:  Rose in same body; by resurrection declared self Son of God, satisfied divine justice, vanquished death & devil, declared self Lord of quick & dead.  Did this for our justification, quickening in grace, support against enemies, and assure of resurrection on last day.

C67 9.08:  (By his death, took on judgment under which humans stand convicted) God’s raising Jesus “vindicat[ed] him as Messiah & Lord.” & won victory over sin & death.

BSF 10.2:  God’s raising Jesus (1) “vindicat[ed] his sinless life, [(2) broke] the power of sin and evil, [3] deliver[ed] us from death to life eternal.” 

THEOLOGIANS;

Classical view:

(1) Essential to our justification/reconciliation:  Cross is 1st stage of our reconciliation; resurrection is the realization, fulfillment of our reconciliation. (I Cor. 15: if Christ not raised, our faith in vain, we’re still in our sin.) 

(2) Bodily resurrection affirms

(a)  Jesus was truly human and truly died (no resuscitation) (Significance: if Jesus not truly human, this affects our salvation.)

(b)   Continuity—that this risen Lord was the same Jesus of Nazareth.,
(c)  Whole person will be raised (rejecting Greek dualism that spirit is real/immortal part, body of lesser value).
(3)  Vindication of Jesus’ life/message
(4)  Historical event (not psychological event within disciples) though not subject to verification; 

(5) Pledge of our resurrection

Bultmann – Easter event as Easter faith of disciples (psychological event)

Calvin:  
1. Necessary to complete our justification, for our victory over death.  Rom. 4:25 “He was put to death for our sins and raised for our justification.” (Cross removes sin, but resurrection frees us from power of death. – Sovereignty of God: God’s power over death)

2. Just as we participate in Christ’s death through mortification of flesh, participation in Christ’s resurrection enables us to walk in newness of life. Rom 6:4

3. Guarantees our own resurrection -I Cor. 15 (source of eschatological hope; we needn’t fear last judgment since the Judge is the Redeemer)
X.  HOLY SPIRIT

BIBLICAL

John 14 – Advocate, Comforter, who will remind us of what Jesus said, lead us into all truth.  

Romans 8: intercedes for us with sighs too deep for words

Acts 2: receive power when HS comes, 

I Cor. – gifts of Spirit,

CONFESSIONS

Nicene 1.3:  “believe in HS, the Lord and Giver of Life, who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.” (Eastern church rejects filioque clause.)

Apostles’ 2.3: “I believe in the Holy Ghost”

Scots 3.12:  Faith proceeds not from our powers but from Spirit, who is equal with Father and Son, sanctifies us, and brings us into all truth.  We can’t see the light or assent to Gods’ will when it is revealed unless Spirit quickens us, removes darkness of our minds, bows our hearts to obedience.  Spirit sanctifies and regenerates us without any merit on our part. We’re not capable of any good, but he who has begun work continues us in it.

HC 4.053: Spirit is equally eternal with Father & Son; Spirit prepares me through a true faith to share in Christ and all his benefits, comforts me, and will abide with me forever.

WCF 6.051-.054, 6.183-.186:  Spirit is same substance and equal to Father & Son.  Is Lord & Giver of life, source of all good in humanity, special work in dispensation of gospel (preparing way for it, persuading reason & conscience of it).  IS THE ONLY EFFICIENT AGENT IN THE APPLICATION OF REDEMPTION: Regenerates humans, convicts of sin, moves to repentance, persuades and enables them to embrace JC by faith.  Unites all believers to Christ, dwell in them as Comforter & Sanctifier, gives spirit of Adoption and Prayer, sanctifies and seals to day of redemption.  Unites believers to Christ, the Head, and to one another in the Church, his body.  (See also 6.071: the elect “are not justified until the Holy Spirit doth . . actually apply Christ unto them”)

C67 9.20-.21:   SPIRIT FULFILLS THE WORK OF RECONCILIATION IN HUMANS (that is, brings God’s forgiveness to humans, moves them to respond in faith, repentance and obedience, and initiates the new life in Christ.)   Creates & renews church as community in which humans reconciled to God and to one another.  Gives humans power to become representatives of Christ and gospel of reconciliation. 

BSF 10.4:   “We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. [SPIRIT’S ROLE IN JUSTIFICATION:] The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and [SPIRIT’S ROLE IN CREATING COMMUNITY] binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the church.” [WORD AND SPIRIT:] Spirit “rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, [SPIRIT & SACRAMENTS:] claims us in the waters of baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church.”  [SPIRIT & PRAYER:] gives us courage to pray without ceasing. [SPIRIT & MISSION] to witness, to unmask idolatries, to hear silenced voices, to work for justice/freedom/peace.

THEOLOGIANS

Calvin:  Work of Spirit

1. Spirit binds/unites us to Christ—that is, makes benefits of Christ’s redemptive work effectual in us.  Way Christ comes to live in us, we have knowledge of/not knowledge about Christ.

2. Creates faith in us.  Faith is principal work of Spirit. Spirit is active agent [This why Reformed suspicious of altar call].  Calvin’s “triune” definition of faith: (1) a firm and certain knowledge of God’s benevolence toward us (seen in JC), (2) founded upon the freely given promise of JC, (3) both revealed to our minds and sealed to our hearts thru the HS.

3. Word and Spirit kept together: ) (a) Spirit necessary to illumine, help us understand Word (prayer for illumination). (b) Spirit of Christ is the Spirit of God so discern/test spirits by asking whether it builds up rather than divides (1 Cor. – Spirit without Word can become destructive).

4. Spirit intercedes for us in prayer (Rom. 8)

5. Comprehensiveness of Spirit’s work shows sovereignty of God and God’s sovereign freedom (giver of life, renewer, brings to completion, creates community, transforms, sends out).

XI.  SALVATION (JUSTIFICATION & SANCTIFICATION)

Justified solely on account of God’s grace shown to us in Christ through faith, which a gift (sola gratia, sola Christus, sola fides); free gift – not dependent on any merit in us, but solely on account of Christ

Justification by grace through faith:

(1) Sola Christus: Christ is the sole cause of our being declared right/brought back into relationship with God.  Justification as legal (acquitted of guilt/declared righteous) and relational (being brought back into relation with God) term

(2) Sola gratia: (a) grace means unconditional, unmerited favor of God toward us – Augustine’s concept of radical grace, no conditions – rejecting Pelagianism that we do anything. (b)Monistic v. dualistic view of grace: Calvin: law and gospel are both aspects of God’s grace, law as gift; Luther –law convicts, prepares for grace. (c)Grace is a gift.

(3) Sola fides: Faith is the gift of justification through Holy Spirit.  Rejecting Pelagianism: Faith is NOT our decision; God through Spirit is active agent. Faith defined as certain knowledge and wholehearted trust that Spirit creates in me, that not only for others but also for me Christ died.

(4) What it means to be justified (declared righteous and made righteous through work of Spirit)

Calvin: Justification as hinge on which religion turns.

Relationship between sanctification/justification 2 sides of the same coin of grace; both are work of Spirit

Sanctification a lifelong process of being renewed/made into image of Christ

Good works are work of Spirit; those done for praise and service to God/neighbor; fruit 

-Engrafted by the Holy Spirit.  Bound to life in Christ by the Spirit.  Makes us a new Creation.  Life is a good gift from a good God.  Justified by grace through faith.  
-Justification shows us: 1 extremity of our sin, 2. not anti-law, but no justification by works, 3. shows extremity of God’s grace.

- God's grace is a free gift...hence it is always a paradox.  simultaneously and always I am a sinner and forgiven...
-God’s freedom is not the perfection of our freedom (Idolatry).  
-Sanctification is when the spirit binds us to Christ and we are changed.  

-2fold grace we find we are loved (Justification) and that we are able to love (Sanctification) [both done by God]

-Christians are holy because of the work of the Holy Spirit.  

-Justification is God turning towards the sinner; Sanctification is God turning sinners towards God.  

-Justification and Sanctification are communal realities.  God for US.  
-Freed to love, serve, for new life.  
BIBLE:

Rom 3:21 & 5:15-21.  one of themost important things to say is that it is a free gift.
Rom. 3:23-25a:  “[A]ll have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith.”

Romans 6 all fall short, but are saved by grace through faith
Galatians 3: 10 all who rely on the works of the law are under curse...
Eph. 2:8-9 “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—not the result of works, so that no one may boast.”

Collossians 3:1-15  

CONFESSIONS:

Scots 3.04-.05, 3.12-.15:  God promised from Adam to incarnation of JC that God would redeem from disobedience. Spirit creates faith in us, sanctifies and regenerates us; is the cause of all good works (not our free will).  Good works are those that (1) worship, glorify God, and (2) show love of neighbor.  Good works only those “done in faith and at the command of God who, in his law, has set forth the things that please him.”  Man can’t keep God’s law perfectly; “It is therefore essential for us to lay hold on JC in his righteousness & atonement, since he is the end and consummation of the law and since it is by him that we are set at liberty so that the curse of God may not fall upon us . . . For as God the Father beholds us in the body of his Son CJ, he accepts our imperfect obedience as if it were perfect and covers our works . . . with the righteousness of his son”  CHRIST”S RIGHTEOUSNESS IMPUTED TO US.  (SALVATION) 

HC 4.020-.023
Who is saved: “those who by true faith are incorporated into [Christ] and accept all his benefits.”

Faith defined as “that certain knowledge by which I accept as true all that God has revealed to us in his Word, but also a wholehearted trust by which the Holy Spirit creates in me through the gospel, that not only to others, but to me also God has given the forgiveness of sins, everlasting righteousness and salvation, out of sheer grace solely for the sake of Christ’s saving work.”

HC 4.056  
“Forgiveness of sins” in Apostles’ Creed means “for the sake of Christ’s reconciling work, God will no more remember my sins or the sinfulness with which I have to struggle all my life long; but that he graciously imparts to me the righteousness of Christ so that I may never come into condemnation.”  CHRIST’S RIGHTEOUSNESS IMPUTED TO US. 

HC 4.059-.064
How one is righteous before God: “Only by true faith in Jesus Christ.”  God, without any merit of my own, out of pure grace, grants me the benefits of the perfect expiation of Christ, imputing to me his righteousness and holiness . . . if only I accept such favor with a trusting heart.”  


Righteous by faith alone means that Christ’s satisfaction, righteousness, and holiness are my righteousness before God and are mine by faith alone.  Our good works merit nothing. (SOLA FIDES, SOLA GRATIA, SOLA CHRISTUS)

HC 4.086
Purpose of good works since merit nothing: do them because Spirit renews us according to Christ’s image, so that 

(1) lives show gratitude for God’s goodness,

(2) God may be glorified through us,

(3) we may be assured of our faith by its fruits and may win neighbors to Christ.

HC4.088-.091
Repentance: 2 parts:

(1) dying of old self, meaning sincere sorrow over sins, to hate and flee from them more and more,

(2) birth of new self, meaning complete joy in God through Christ and strong desire to live according God’s will in all good works.

Good works defined: only those (1) done from true faith according to God’s law, (2) for God’s glory and not those based on our opinion or human tradition.

HC 4.114-.115
Law of God (10 Commandments) – we can’t keep perfectly; Spirit continually renews us in the image of God until we attain perfection after this life (SANCTIFICATION)

SHC 5.080-.085
LAW:  The law explains God’s will to us.  It was given not that we might be justified by keeping it, but to show us our sin and lead us to seek Christ.  Christ fulfills the law perfectly; he became a curse for us to take away the curse of the law.  Christ imparts to us through faith his fulfillment of the law, and his righteousness and obedience are imputed to us. Law no longer condemns since we’re under grace.  Law shows us patterns of vices/virtues – how to live.

SHC 5.086-.092
GOSPEL:  Defined: the “joyous news  . . . that God has now performed what he promised from the beginning of the world and . . . has given his only Son and him reconciliation with the Father, the remission of sins, all fullness and everlasting life.”  Preaching of the gospel becomes effectual in hearts of believes thru Spirit.

SHC 5.093-.105
REPENTANCE & CONVERSION:  Repentance defined: (1) recovery of right mind in sinful man awakened by Word of the Gospel and Holy Spirit, and received by true faith, by which sinner acknowledge innate corruption and his sins, (2) grieves for them from his heart, confesses them before God with shame, (3) abominates them, & (4) zealously considers amendment of ways and constantly strives for virtue rest of life.  True repentance is a sincere turning to God and all good and turning away from devil and all evil (i.e., conversion).  Repentance is a gift of God.  Condemns Roman Catholic satisfactions because Christ alone by his death is the satisfaction, propitiation, expiation for all sins.

SHC 5.106-.111
JUSTIFICATION:

(1)  Defined:  to justify is to remit sins, absolve from guilt and punishment, to receive into favor, to pronounce a man just.

(2)  Sola Christus: We are justified on account of Christ.  Solely by grace of Christ, not any merit in us, we’re absolved from sin and death we deserve by God the Judge.

(3) Imputed righteousness:  Christ took on self sins of world and satisfied divine justice.  God imputes Christ’s righteousness to us as our own. (II Cor. 5:19, Rom. 4:25)
(4) Sola fides: We’re justified by faith alone.  Justified not thru any works but through faith in the mercy of God in Christ – by faith alone in Christ.  (Rom. 3:28: “a man is justified by faith apart from works of law”. Eph. 2:8 – “by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God.”)

SHC 5.112-.123
FAITH & GOOD WORKS:

(1) Faith is the gift of God, given to his elect according to his measure when, to whom and to the degree he wills.

(2) Faith is active through love (Gal. 5:6).

(3) Definition of truly good works: grow out of living faith by Spirit, done according to will or rule of God’s Word

(4) Purpose of good works: 1.  for the glory of God, 2. to show gratitude to God, 3. for profit of neighbor.

(5) Aren’t saved by good works. 

SHC 5.047-.051
SANCTIFICATION (Spirit’s work on the enslaved will): In regeneration, the Holy Spirit illumines the mind and equips the will to do good.  Rejects Pelagian view than an evil man has sufficient free will to do the good that is commanded.

WCF 6.039-.042  God’s Covenant with Man: After fall, man incapable of life by covenant of works, so God made covenant of grace “wherein he freely offered unto sinners life and salvation by Jesus Christ, requiring of them faith in him, that they may be saved, and promising to give unto all those that are ordained unto life, his Holy Spirit, to make them willing and able to believe.”

WCF 6.055-.059:  Gospel:  “In the gospel God declare his love for the world and his desire that all men should be saved; reveals fully and clearly the only way of salvation, promises eternal life to all who truly repent and believe in Christ; invited and commands all to embrace the offered mercy; and by his Spirit accompanying the Word pleads with men to accept his gracious invitation.”  Since gospel is only way of salvation and in the ordinary method of grace faith comes by hearing the Word of God; so Christ commissioned Church to go and make disciples.

WCF 6.062-.111:  By God’s grace alone, God enables sinner to will and to do the spiritually good. (Ability to perfectly do good comes in state of glory only.)  Effectual calling:  God calls, by Word and Spirit, those chosen for salvation by his grace alone; human is wholly passive; Spirit enables human to answer this call.

6.068-.073  Justification:  God freely justifies (pardons sins of) those he calls by imputing to them the obedience and satisfaction of Christ (not their own obedience or act of believing); they receive Christ and his righteousness by faith and faith is the gift of God.  Faith is active; works by love.  Christ died for our sins and rose for our justification, but sinner aren’t justified until Holy Spirit applies Christ to us.

6.075-.077  Sanctification:  Spirit sanctifies us, through Christ’s death & resurrection, by his Word and Spirit dwelling in us, weakening impulse to sin and more and more quickening to holiness.  War with flesh throughout life, but through Spirit grow in grace.

6.078-.079 Saving faith:  Is ordinarily wrought by  ministry of Word, and strengthened by sacraments, prayer.  Principal acts of saving faith: accepting, trusting Christ alone for justification, sanctification, and eternal life. 

6.081-.086  Repentance:  Defined: one grieves for, hates his sins, turns from them to God, purposing and trying to obey his commandments.  Repentance is not the basis for pardon of sins, which is the act of God’s free grace in Christ, but sinners should not expect pardon without repentance.  

6.087-.093  Good works:  Defined as those God commands, not what we do out of pretension.  Are fruits of a lively faith.  Are wholly the work of the Holy Spirit.  Good work can’t earn us salvation.

6.094-.096  Perseverance of the saints:  Those effectually called and sanctified can’t totally or finally fall from grace – because of the immutability of God’s decree of election.

6.101-.107  Law of God:  Types of law: (1) 10 commandments are the moral law (duty to God, neighbor) that are forever binding; (2) ceremonial laws in OT (prefiguring Christ’s sufferings, benefits) abrogated under NT; (3) judicial laws in OT expired with the state of that people.  Three uses of the law: (1) a rule of life, informing believers of God’s will and their duty, (2) convicts of our sinfulness and shows us need of Christ, (3) restrains our corruptions.  (See also WLC 7.201-.208 on moral law and its uses)

6.108-.111  Christian Liberty, and Liberty of Conscience:  Freed by Christ from bondage to sin and its consequences (death), and freed for a life of obedience.  Christian liberty defined:  The liberty Christ purchased is  our freedom from guilt of sin, wrath of God, curse of moral law, deliverance from dominion of sin, sting of death, everlasting damnation, and free access to God and yielding obedience in childlike love.  God alone is Lord of conscience, left it free from commandments of men contrary to his Word, or beside it in matters of faith or worship.  Christ has ordained civil and ecclesiastical authority; Christian liberty not to be used as excuse to disobey these, or as excuse for licentious behavior.

WLC 7.140-.145, 7.168-.171  Covenant of grace in Christ: God offers sinners life and salvation through a mediator, requires faith as the condition, and gives his Holy Spirit to all his elect work that faith in them and enable to holy obedience as evidence of their faith and thankfulness to God.  By Christ’s mediation he has procured our redemption, and we’re made partakers of redemption and all other benefits of Christ’s saving work by the application of them to us through the Holy Spirit.  Only those who have heard gospel can be saved.  Not all those in visible church are saved.  Union with Christ occurs through effectual calling: by grace God draws us to JC by his Word and Spirit, enlightens minds, renews will so made able to answer the call.  Only the elect are effectually called.  

7.180- .182Justification defined: act of God’s free grace to sinners, in which he pardons their sin, account them righteous; not because of anything we do but only for the perfect obedience and full satisfaction of Christ, by God imputed to us and received by faith alone.  Justifying faith defined:  is work of God by Spirit and Word, where one is convinced of one’s sin and misery and inability to recover oneself out of this lost condition, one assents to the truth of the promise of the gospel, receives and rests of Christ and his righteousness for pardon of sin, and for accounting one righteous in God’s sight.

7.185 Sanctification defined: work of God’s grace whereby God, through the Spirit, applies the death and resurrection of Christ to the elect, renewing them after the image of God and putting repentance and seeds of grace in our hearts so that we more and more die to sin and rise to newness of life.  Repentance defined:  Grace wrought by Spirit and Word where one grieves for and hates one’s sins, turns from them to God, purposing and endeavoring to walk in obedience.

7.187 Justification and sanctification compared:  Inseparably joined, but in justification God imputes the righteousness of Christ, sin is pardoned, frees all believers from God’s wrath so that they can never fall into condemnation.  In sanctification God infuses grace enables the exercise of grace; sin subdued, and is a process (different levels in each) growing up to perfection in the life beyond.

7.190
True believers can’t fall from grace; by faith grounded on God’s promises and by the Spirit enabling one to discern that the promise are for you and bearing witness with one’s spirit that one is a child of God, one is assured they are in estate of grace and shall persevere therein to salvation.

7.263 What God requires that we may escape God’s wrath due us for transgression of the law: repentance toward God, faith toward Jesus Christ, and diligent use of outward means whereby Christ communicates benefits of his mediation (Word, sacraments, prayer)

DB 8.13-8.15(2)  I Cor. 1:30 “Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom, our righteousness and sanctification and redemption.”  JC is God’s assurance of forgiveness of our sins, and God’s claim on our whole life.  Delivered from godless fetters of this world for free grateful service to his creatures.

C67 9.21-.24  Justification & Sanctification:  Spirit brings God’s forgiveness to humans, moves them to respond in faith, repentance, and obedience, and initiates the new life in Christ.  New life: humans know God loves and accepts in spite of what they are, and they accept themselves and love others, knowing no ground on which to stand except God’s grace.  Continued conflict with unbelief, pride, lust fear in this life.  But matures in love and faithfulness, finding direction for new life in life of Jesus.

BSF l. 23-26, 40-51, 54-57, 72-79  God by raising Jesus vindicated Jesus’ sinless life, broke power of sin and death, and delivered us from death to life eternal.  God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant.  Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all believer in the one body of Christ, the church.  In gratitude & empowered by Spirit, we seek to serve Christ and live holy and joyful lives.

THEOLOGIANS

CALVIN ON SANCTIFICATION:

(1) The benefits of Christ are a twofold grace (duplex gratia): (a) justification/sanctification are 2 sides of same coin of grace: By partaking in Christ through the work of the Spirit binding us to Christ, we are both justified (reconciled to, adopted by God) and sanctified so may cultivate blameless and purity in Christ.

(2) Pattern of Christian life seen in Jesus Christ, whose holiness brings us into communion with God and through Spirit we’re conformed more & more into Christ’s image.  Goal of Christian life: to express Christ. (Holiness as calling)

(3) I. Sum of Christian life is self-denial: I Cor. 6:20-we’re not our own, we’re bought with a price, we belong to God.  Every Christian has at every moment to do wit the living God.  So 1st forget self (self-love, pride are impediments), and 2nd devote self to God’s will.  Love image of God in neighbor.

(4) II. Bearing cross teaches patience in adversity, God’s faithfulness (why we are constantly under the cross)
(5) III. Cross teaches that our only consultation is in God and instruction for life.  

(6) IV. Meditating on future life—contempt for this life in comparison to eternal, but love of this life as gift from God.

(7) Use of earthly gifts: no undue strictness or laxity; use for purpose intended and enjoy

(8) Vocation = no job unworthy, provided obey God’s calling in it.

Justification for Calvin is the acceptance with which God receives us into his favor as righteous people.  Consists in the remission of sins and the imputation of Christ's righteousness (old classical definition)
Relationship between justification and sanctification (summary of Barth/Guthrie)-inseparable; 2 sides of same coin of grace; 

Justification




Sanctification

1.  God for us




God in us

2.  God’s turning toward us


God turning sinner toward God

3.  We receive




We’re enabled to give

4.  We’re loved.




We’re enabled to love

5.  I will be your God.



You will be my people.

6.  Freedom from sin



Freedom for new life, serving God & neighbor

7.  Grace apart from the law


Law as gift of grace

8.  How we become Christians


How we’re enabled to grow in Christ

9.  Spirit gives faith



Spirit gives new life

10. We’re accepted, adopted


We persevere, mature

11. Cross: death of old self



Resurrection: a new creation

12. Indicative: Sins are forgiven


Imperative: Go and sin no more.

13. Presupposition & basis of sanctification

Consequence and goal of justification

14. End from which Christian life proceeds

End toward which Christian life moves

MISTAKES:

(1) Justification/Sanct is not something we do, BUT God’s Spirit does both.

(2) Not a temporal relation: Don’t leave justification behind because simultaneously are justified and sinners.

(3) Don’t separate.  Justification without sanctification is cheap grace; and if separate sanctification from justification, get works righteousness.

BARTH: Christians as disturbed, awakened sinner (know sinful).  Sanctification: a grace that commands; indicative & imperative kept together-Bonhoeffer)

Reinhold Neibuhr: Justification = grace as mercy; Sanctification = grace as power to change lives/structures
XII. ELECTION

Significance of doctrine: Way of describing God’s sovereign, prevenient grace that goes before us, determines our destiny.  Meant to be a comfort.  Reformed tradition’s radical notion of sin – total depravity, that no part of human unaffected by sin – means God alone can extricate us and does by calling us to God.

BIBLICAL

CONFESSIONS

Scots 3.08  NOTE CHRISTOLOGICAL FOCUS HERE:  God the Father “chose us in his Son Christ Jesus before the foundation of the world was laid, appointed him to be our head, our brother, our pastor, and the great bishop of our souls.”  God sent Son because man couldn’t attain to God in light of the opposition between God’s justice and our sin.  So Jesus sent in flesh as Mediator between God and man.

SHC 5.052-.061  CHRISTOLOGICAL FOCUS HERE ALSO:

(1) God has elected us out of grace.  Freely and out of grace God “predestinated or elected the saints whom he wills to save in Christ, ‘God chose us in him before the foundation of the world.’ (Eph. 1:4).

(2) We are elected in Christ.  God elected us not directly, and not on account of any merit of ours, but in Christ and on account of Christ.

(3) We are elected for a purpose: for adoption that we should be holy and blameless before him in love, living to his glory.

(4) We are to have a good hope for all.

(5) Not for us to be curious about who will be saved or damned.  Strive to enter by narrow door.

(6) Election shouldn’t be excuse for lax living (nothing one can do); must also continue to preach the gospel (not God’s will that anyone should perish)

(7) If you believe and are in Christ, you are elected.  “LET CHRIST THEREFORE BE THE LOOKING GLASS IN WHOM WE MAY CONTEMPLATE OUR PREDESTINATION.”  Clear assurance that we’re elect if we have fellowship with Christ.

(8) Commanded to work out salvation with fear and trembling.   

WCF 6.016-.021, .191-.193  
(1) Double predestination: Some to everlasting life, others to everlasting death – by decree of God, for manifestation of his glory.

(2) Those predestined to life, God according to eternal purpose before foundation of world was laid, “hath chosen in Christ” out of free grace and love alone.  Only the elect are effectually called to faith in Christ, by his Spirit, justified, adopted, sanctified, and kept by his power through faith unto salvation.
(3) Those not elect: Pleased God, according to unsearchable counsel of his own will to pass by these/withhold mercy. 

(4) Doctrine of predestination to be handled with care; source of assurance for the elect. Should lead to praise, reverence, admiration of God, humility, diligence, and abundant consolation.
(5) .191-.913 is a 1903 addition to WCF saying double predestination doesn’t contradict view that God desires life for all; no man is condemned except on ground of his sin; each is fully responsible for their response to God’s gracious offer, God’s decree not hindering any man from accepting that offer.
WSC 7.020  God. from eternity and out of mere good pleasure, elects some to everlasting life

WLC 7.123 God in Christ  elected some to eternal life, passed by the rest

C67 9.18 God expressed love for all mankind by choosing Israel as covenant people to serve God faithfully and become a light to nations (witness).

BSF 10.3, l. 41-48  In love God chose Israel as covenant people to bless all families of the earth, delivered them from bondage.  God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant.

THEOLOGIANS 

Augustine v. Pelagius: 

(1) Augustine: sin is radical (total depravity), human will enslaved, only God can extricate, so our salvation totally depends on God. 

(2) Pelagius: sin just a habit; humans capable of being perfect as God commands.  Semi-Pelagian view: God will turn to us if we first turn to God.

CALVIN’S DOUBLE PREDESTINATION:
(1) Definition of predestination: God’s eternal decree by which he compacted with himself what he willed to become of each person.  Some to end of eternal life and some to eternal damnation.

(2) Not a matter of foreknowledge, but of God’s will.
(3) Not a matter of human merit.  Faith a gift.

(4) Shouldn’t be curious or anxious, inquire into the sacred precincts of God.  Should lead to humility, worship, praise.

(5) Christ is mirror in which we contemplated our election. Christ is author of our election.  

(6) Responses to objections: (a) makes God a tyrant: we’re setting own standard of what just; (b) makes God partial: none is worthy; (c) no zeal for upright life: should lead to joyful obedience; (d) makes commandments meaningless: they are gift/guide for how to live – larger part of God’s grace; (e) removes responsibility: no, Adam still responsible.

Arminius and Canons of Dort: Arminius sought to carve out role for humans; accused of semi-Pelagianism.  Dort rejected this, affirming TULIP (total depravity, unconditional election, limited atonement, irresistible grace, perseverance of saints)

BARTH:  Jesus Christ is both the electing God and the elected Person.  In Christ all people are elect. (Doesn’t mean universal salvation because only God can know who elect. Non-Christians are reluctant witnesses to God’s grace; have good hope for all.

Reformed Confessions: Scots & SHC: Christological focus: Christ as looking glass in which we contemplate our election.  WCF: double predestination.

7 MODELS OF PREDESTINATION: 

(1) Pure Pelagianism: God offers grace; salvation depends on our response/works. REFORMED REJECTS.

(2) Semi-Pelagianism: God offers grace; if we turn to God, God will save us.  REFORMED REJECTS.

(3) Cooperative grace: God offers grace AND enables our free response. Aquinas/Arminius. (REFORMED SUSPICIOUS; UNDERESTIMATES DEGREE OF SINFULNESS/TOTAL DEPRAVITY)

(4) God elects some, passes over others.

(5) Double predestination: Calvin & WCF.

(6) Barth: Jesus Christ is electing God and the elect Person. All elect in Christ; nonChristians reluctant witnesses to grace; good hope for all.

(7) Universalism:  God chooses all, rejects none.

Issues in critique of each:  (1) Some biblical support for eternal consequences of rebellion, some for God’s desire that all be saved.  (2) Does it separate God’s love and God’s justice=suggest inconsistency within God, compromise one for the other? (3) Does it turn good news of God’s love into bad news for some? (4) Free will: Does it suggest a mechanical determinism or take free will seriously? (5) Does it compromise God’s sovereignty?  

Guthrie: Elected FOR A PURPOSE: serve God/neighbor.  Jesus Christ is basis, reason for our election.  God’s attitude to non-Christians seen in Christ: have good hope for all.  Predestination, God’s sovereign grace is SOURCE of our freedom (will otherwise enslaved)—that is, human freedom/God’s sovereignty are NOT opposites.

XIII. CHURCH

Summary: One, holy, catholic and apostolic church: Unity and holiness are both gift  and obligation.  Visible and invisible church.  Universal and local.  Marks of true church (true preaching of Word, Sacraments, discipline, mission – 4th added in contemporary).

BIBLICAL

Eph. 5:23 “Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior.”

Eph. 4:15ff “We are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knit together, makes bodily growth.”

Biblical images: body of Christ, people of God, bride, community of Spirit (koinonia), assembly of those called out by God (ecclesia)

CONFESSIONS

Nicene 1.3 “And we believe one holy catholic and apostolic Church.”

Apostles’ 2.3  “I believe in . . . the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints”

Scots 3.05, .16, .18, .20, .25  

(1) God preserved and called his church from death to life in all ages from Adam until coming of Christ.

(2)  There is only one church, those chosen by God who embrace him by true faith in Christ, head of the church.

(3)Church is catholic/universal – people of all ages, nations, races, includes living and those departed into church triumphant.

(4)Those elect in Christ, this church is invisible, known only to God.

(5)  3 marks distinguishing the true from the false church: (a) true preaching of the Word of God; (b) right administration of the sacraments of Christ Jesus, which must be associated the Word and promise of God to seal and confirm them in our hearts; (c) ecclesiastical discipline uprightly ministered as God’s Word prescribes

(6)Lord’s gifts to the church: (a) remission of sins by faith in Christ’s blood alone, pardoned/covered with Christ’s righteousness, (b) resurrection of the flesh, (c) everlasting life with God

HC 4.054-.055, .083-.085 Son of God, by His Spirit and his word, gathers, protects, and preserves for himself, in the unity of the truth faith, a congregation chosen for eternal life. [CHURCH AS THOSE CALLED OUT, CHOSEN BY GOD] Communion of the saints means all believers share in one fellowship; each is obliged to use his gifts freely for the benefit and welfare of other members.  “Office of the keys” (by which kingdom open and shut) refers to preaching of gospel and Christian discipline.

SHC 5.124-.168, 5.211-.234, .240-.244  Church defined: assembly of the faithful called or gathered out of the world, communion of all saints who worship and serve God in Christ the savior, by the Word and the Holy Spirit.    

Only One Church:  because one God, one mediator, one Spirit, only one Church, 

Catholic church because universal.  Church militant (still on earth), and church triumphant (those departed). The particular church (local).  Images of church: temple of the living God, bride, flock of sheep, the body of Christ.

Christ is sole head of the church. (Eph. 4:15ff, 5:23; Col. 1:18).  Christ is only pastor; no primacy in church.  God uses dissension in church to glory of his name, to illustrate truth.  

Signs of true church: (1) lawful and sincere preaching of the Word of God; worship of the one God; (2) participation in sacraments instituted by Christ, as received from the Lord;

“Outside the church of God there is not salvation: We esteem fellowship with the true church of Christ so highly that we deny that those can live before God who do not stand in fellowship with the true Church of God.”

Invisible church:  Not all who are in the church are of the church. Wheat and tares grow together (Matt. 13:24ff); we must not judge rashly or prematurely, undertake to exclude people.  

Unity of the church consists not in outward rites but in the truth and unity of the catholic faith.  

Ministers: to be regarded as ministers of God since God effects salvation through them.  But must remember that while God teaches his word outwardly through ministers, Holy Spirit inwardly moves hearts of the elect to faith.

NT ministers included apostles (pastors took their place), prophets (seers), evangelists (heralds of gospel), bishops (overseers who administer food/needs of church), presbyters (elders who govern church) pastors (keep the sheepfold), teachers (instruct true faith and godliness). Today: elders, pastors, teachers.  Monks of no use to church.  Ministers are to be called and elected by church  (not by own free choice): ought to “capable men distinguished by sufficient consecrated learning, pious eloquence, simple wisdom, . . moderation and an honorable reputation”

Priesthood of all believers: all who believe in Christ are priests, able to offer up spiritual sacrifices to God through Christ.     

Ministers are “servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God” (I Cor. 4:1) –stewards of the mysteries (that is, sacraments) are to preach gospel, administer sacraments

Ministers are to regulate discipline for edification of church.

Worship: Word of God to be preached, prayers publicly made, collections for poor may be made & to pay church expenses; modesty and humility to be observed; luxurious ornamentation of sanctuaries to be avoided; worship in common language.  Prayer through mediation of Christ alone (don’t invoke saints); the Lord’s Day to be observed; youth to be instructed in godliness (catechized) and visitation of and prayer with the sick.

WCF 6.112-.119, .140-.148, .169-.176  Worship given to triune God alone, not saints or others; Christ is only mediator; prayer with thanksgiving and for all things lawful (but not for dead); reading of Scriptures; sound preaching and conscionable hearing of the Word; singing of psalms; due administration and worthy receiving of sacraments instituted by Christ all parts of ordinary worship.  Lord’s Day (day of resurrection) to be Christian Sabbath.

Definition of church:Catholic or universal church, which is invisible, is whole number of the elect that have been, are or shall be gathered into one under Christ, the head thereof.    Visible church: all who profess the true religion.  Jesus Christ is the only head of the church (not any man).  Saints are bound to maintain fellowship and communion in the worship of God and in services that tend to mutual edification, and in meeting outward needs.  This communion to be extended to all those everywhere who call upon the name of the Lord.

Church Censures: necessary for reclaiming offending brethren.  Synods convene to determine controversies of faith, cases of conscience, rules for ordering worship and government of church, receive complaints, etc.  “All synods or councils . . may err, and many have erred; therefore they are not to be made the rule of faith or practice, but to be used as a help in both.”  Synods have ecclesiastical, not civil power.

WSC 7.088-.090  Word, Sacraments, and prayer are ordinary outward means by which Christ communicates to us the benefits of redemption .  Spirit of God makes the reading, and especially the preaching of the Word an effectual means of convincing and converting sinners, building them up in holiness.  (Same: WLC 7.264-65)

WLC 7.172-.175, .264-.270  Visible church=those who profess true religion, and their children.  Invisible church=whole number of elect that have been, are, or shall be gathered into one under Christ the head. Members of invisible church enjoy union and communion with Christ in grace and glory.  Ordinary means by which God communicates benefits of redemption are Word, sacraments, prayer; Word made effectual to salvation by work of Spirit.  Only sufficiently gifted, duly approved and called to preaching should preach.  How Word is to be preached: how heard = with diligence, preparation, prayer, examine, meditate on, practice it.  

DB 8.16-.28  “The Christian Church is the congregation of the brethren in which Jesus Christ acts presently as Lord in Word and Sacrament through the Holy Spirit.  As the Church of pardoned sinners, it has to testify . . . with its faith as with its obedience, with its message as with its order, that it is solely his property, and that it wants to live solely from his comfort and from his direction in the expectation of his appearance.”  The various offices in the church do not establish a dominion of some over others.  Church shouldn’t become organ of state.  Church’s commission is delivering message of free grace of God to all people in Christ’s stead, through ministry of Word and Sacrament.; not to be placed in service of any arbitrarily chosen desires, purposes, plans.

C67 9.31-.40  The Mission of the Church:  To be reconciled to God is to be sent into the world as his reconciling community.  (4th mark of church: mission)  Christ’s life, death, resurrection, coming set pattern for mission.  Called to work for every form of human well-being.  Forms and Order: Unity of church is compatible with variety of forms, but shouldn’t harden into sectarian divisions.  Church is gathered (to praise, hear word, celebrate Sacraments, pray for world, enjoy fellowship) and disperses (to serve God in world).  Each member is church in world, and is responsible for integrity of witness.  Church’s constitution, government, officers, etc. are instruments of mission, not ends in selves.  Presbyterian polity recognizes responsibility of all members for ministry and maintains organic relation of all congregations in the church.  Every church order must be open to reformation to make it more effective instrument of mission.

BSF 10.4, l.54-57, 67-71: Spirit binds all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church.  Spirit gives us courage to pray, witness, unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, to work for justice, freedom, peace.

THEOLOGIANS 

(1) One, holy, catholic and apostolic: (a) unity – church is one because head is one; unity is both gift of Holy Spirit and obligation (work for visible unity); (b) holy – church is holy not intrinsically, but derivatively—gift of sanctification, also obligation-called to be holy; (c) catholic=universal, all believers in every time and place; (d) apostolic means based on the witness of the apostles.

(2) Visible (those who profess belief) and invisible (the elect called by God and known only to God0

(3)  Local and universal: local particular church is expression of the one universal church (Reformed/congregational view), is a complete church in itself, but acts on behalf of universal
(4) Four marks of true church: (a) true preaching (Calvin: and hearing) of Word; (b) right administration of sacraments (those instituted by Christ, in manner he instituted); (c) church discipline (grows out of emphasis on sanctification), (d) mission/sending-Barth/Barmen emphasized; seen especially in C67
(5)  Offices of ministry:  All ministry rooted in, part of ongoing ministry of Jesus Christ. (Confessions: servant style of leadership).  Protestant view of ordination: functional understanding, all (including laity) called to witness to Jesus Christ, called to a task not a status.  Contrast Catholic view of ordination: ontological/incarnational view, priest as extension of incarnation. Relation of ecclesiology & Christology: functional view of ecclesiology-witness to Christ v. Catholic incarnational view, church as extension of incarnation

CALVIN:

(1) Necessity of the church: “The True Church with Which, as Mother of All the Godly, We Must Keep Unity”: though Christ is ours as gift of faith, we need outward helps, so God has given church and sacraments (few come to faith without teaching of the church as mother, God is father)

(2) Visible/invisible – not for us to distinguish; local & universal – work for unity, don’t schism over nonessential matters

(3) Necessity of ministers since God doesn’t dwell visibly with us.  Four offices: pastors, who preach, administer sacraments, and discipline; elders, who govern church & exercise discipline; deacons, who care for poor; teachers (doctors), who teach.

(4) Calling to ministry of Word & Sacrament: outer call by the church AND inner call—that is, by God plus the equipping with gifts for the task. (3 parts)

GUTHRIE:
(1) Church isn’t voluntary association of believers; God creates/calls church into being/calls people into it. REFORMED EMPHASIS ON GOD’S INITIATIVE/GRACE.  To be bound to Christ is to be bound to one another-Spirit does both.

(2) Inseparable connection between being Christian and belonging to church: Body of Christ image means we’re related to each other like parts of body, can’t be Christian by yourself.  TO BE IN CHRIST IS TO BE IN THE CHURCH.  This led Luther/Calvin to say there is no salvation outside the church. (Caution: God saves, church doesn’t; while church is bound to Christ, Christ & Spirit aren’t bound to but are at work outside the church.)

(3) Mission as mark of true church: C67 -To be reconciled to God is to be sent out as God’s reconciling community in the world (Servant church).

MISSION GENERALLY: BOSCH:

(1) Mission as essential to what it is to be church.  (Don’t separate work/person of church—what is/what does).  We’re called out to be sent out.  Church is never end in itself.

(2) Mission of church is missio Dei; church’s sending is rooted in the sending God (Father sends Son, both send Spirit).  We are participants in God’s mission (church doesn’t do it).  Must discern God’s mission (don’t confuse our agenda with God’s), go into world expecting to meet God already at work there; mission to be holistic-social justice issues as well as evangelism – body & soul, individual and community.  Church itself is also object of missio Dei.

MOLTMANN:  Church in the power of the Spirit.

XIV. SACRAMENTS

Summary:

(1) Definition:  “holy ordinance instituted by Christ in his Church, to signify, seal, and exhibit unto those that are within the covenant of grace, the benefits of his mediation; to strengthen and increase their faith and all other graces; to oblige them to obedience; to testify and cherish their love and communion one with another, and to distinguish them from those that are without.” (7.172) (Augustine: outward and visible sign of an inward, invisible grace)

(2)  3 Components: (a)Word-institution by Christ; (b)  the sign (outward visible sign, the elements of bread, wine, water) and (c) the thing signified,  that is the action or promise of God to which the sign points

(3) Only 2 sacraments: Baptism and Lord’s Supper – These only two instituted by Christ

(4) Baptism: effects are forgiveness of sins, incorporation into body of Christ, participation in dying & rising of Christ, new birth, receipt of Holy Spirit, adoption into the community of the church.  
(5) Lord’s Supper: effects are forgiveness of sins, anticipation of the eschaton, participation in body and blood of Christ, assures covenant established in Christ, eternal life, bread of life.

BIBLICAL

Matt. 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

Acts 2:37 “Be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

I Cor. 11-Lord’s Supper

CONFESSIONS

Scots 3.21-.24 

(1) Only 2 sacraments instituted by Christ: Lord’s Supper and Baptism.

(2) Purposes: instituted (1) to visibly distinguish the people of the covenant, (2) to exercise the faith of his children, (3) to seal in their hearts assurance of his promise.

(3) Baptism: engrafts us into Christ, to be made partakers of his righteousness, remission of sins

(4) Lord’s Supper: so joins us with Christ Jesus that he becomes nourishment/food of our souls.  Rejects transubstantiation.  Union is wrought by Holy Spirit, who carries us above earthly, visible things and makes us feed on body and blood of Christ, now in heaven.  Apprehending Christ in sacrament comes through true faith (work of HS) which alone makes sacrament effective in us.

(5) Sacraments are more than mere symbols; but there is a distinction between Christ in his eternal substances and the elements or signs.  

(6) Two requirements for right administration of Sacraments: (a) ministered by lawful ministers, “men appointed to preach the Word” whom God has given power to preach and who lawfully called by some church; (b) ministered in elements and manner God has appointed. (Condemns Roman practice of withholding cup, additions to sacraments, adulteration of meaning by resacrifice instead of proclaiming the one all sufficient death until he comes)

(7) Infant Baptism: Children of faithful should be baptized.  (Condemns Anabaptist view).  Lord’s Supper: only for those who of household of faith and can examine selves in their faith and their duty to their neighbors.  Those who commune without faith, or peace toward brethren eat unworthily.

HC 4.065-.082 

(1) Spirit creates faith in our hearts by preaching of gospel, and confirms it by use of sacraments.

(2) Sacraments defined: visible, holy signs and seals instituted by God in order to more fully disclose and seal to us the promise of the gospel, namely that because of Christ’s one sacrifice on the cross God graciously grants us forgiveness of sins and eternal life.

(3) Only 2 sacraments instituted by Christ: Baptism and Lord’s Supper.

(4) Baptism assures us that our sins are washed away by Christ’s blood and Spirit: washing means to have (1) forgiveness of sins and (2) be renewed and sanctified by Holy Spirit as members of Christ so more and more live in consecrated way.

(5) Infant baptism: Infants of faithful should be baptized since they, as well as parents are included in the covenant and belong to the people of God.  Redemption through blood and gift of faith through Spirit are promised to them.  Baptism incorporates into church as sign of covenant, distinguishes them from children of unbelievers.

(6) Lord’s Supper:  Assures us (1) that Christ’s body broken and his blood shed for us; (2) that he himself feeds and nourishes our soul to everlasting life.  By it we (a) receive forgiveness of sins (b) and eternal life, and (c) are united more and more to Christ by Holy Spirit.  Elements don’t become actual body and blood, but signs and confirmation of remission f sins.  Assures us that his body and blood nourish our souls to eternal life; sign and pledge that we share in true body and blood through Spirit and all his sufferings and death are our own.  Difference between Supper and Mass in that one sacrifice of Christ on cross accomplished forgiveness once for all.  Through Spirit we’re incorporated into Christ who now in heaven with true body at Father’s right hand.  Mass is resacrifice; and elements are worshiped as true body/blood.   Who comes to table: those displeased with selves and trust they are forgiven by Christ’s death, who desire to strengthen faith and improve lives.  (Church obligated to exclude persons who by confession and life show selves unbelievers, until amend lives)

SCH 5.169-.210  

(1) Sacraments defined:  Mystical symbols or sacred actions instituted by God himself consisting of his Word, of signs and of things signified, whereby God recalls benefits he has shown to humanity, seals his promises, and outwardly represents, to our sight those things he inwardly performs for us, and thus strengthens our faith through working of God’s Spirit in us.  

(2) God is author of Sacraments.  Only 2 in NT: baptism & LS.  Word of God (the promise therein) is like a letter, and sacraments are like seals that God appends to the letters,

(3) Minister’s faults can’t affect the sacraments since Christ works in them.
(4) Chief thing God promises in the sacraments:  Christ the Savior, through whose sacrifice the elect are washed from their sins and nourished by body and blood to eternal life.
(5) Old sacraments (circumcision and Paschal Lamb) abrogated by new.
(6) Sacraments consist of the word, the sign, and the thing signified.  The Word of God makes them sacraments.
(7) In baptism, the element is water; the thing signified is regeneration and cleansing from sin.
(8) Lord’s Supper: the outward sign is bread and wine; thing signified is body of Christ which is give and blood of Christ shed for us.  Signs take the name of the things signified, though aren’t physically changed.
(9) We partake spiritually of the things signified; by faith we’re cleansed of sins and partake of Christ.
(10) Baptism:  Baptism is perpetual sealing of our adoption, to be done only once.  Meaning of baptism: to be received into the covenant family and into inheritance of children of God, to be cleansed from sins, to be granted grace to lead new life, inwardly regenerated, purified, and renewed by God through Holy Spirit.  Obligation of baptism: consecrated to God as God’s property.  Women or midwives shouldn’t baptize.  Condemn Anabaptist denial of infant baptism.
(11) Lord’s Supper: God’s benefits in the Supper (or Thanksgiving): giving his body and blood for (1) pardon of our sins, (2) redeeming us from death and power of devil, (3) nourishing us with his body and blood (received spiritually by faith) to eternal life. Sign and things signified: wine, bread are signs but thing signified is Christ himself; Spiritual eating of the Lord occurs through the Holy Spirit; Christ received by faith so that he becomes ours and he lives in us and we in him (Spirit applying Christ’s benefits to us).  Unbelievers take sacrament to their judgment.  Presence of Christ in the Supper:  Reject transubstantiation – Christ’s body not hidden under the elements; Christ’s body in heaven at right hand of Father, but he is present spiritually; our hearts are lifted up on high into Christ’s presence.  Other purposes of Supper: mindful of brethren with whom one, live holy life.
WCF 6.149-.168

(1) Sacraments defined: holy signs and seals of the covenant of grace, instituted by God, to represent Christ and his benefits and confirm our interest in him, to visibly distinguish those who belong to  church

(2) Efficacy of sacraments depends on work of Spirit and word of institution, not piety or intention of minister or on power in the elements
(3) Only 2 sacraments ordained by Christ = baptism and Lord’s Supper, to be administered by ordained minister of Word

(4) Baptism: a sign and seal of covenant of grace, of (a) ingrafting into Christ, (b) of regeneration, (c)of remission of sins; element, sign is water; baptism with water and in name of triune God; infants of believers to be baptized; baptism not necessary for salvation; baptism administered only once.
(5) Lord’s Supper: perpetual remembrance of Christ’s sacrifice, for sealing of its benefits to believers, for spiritual nourishment and growth in Christ, for engagement in duties owed, pledge of communion with him and with one another as his body.  A commemoration of once for all sacrifice, not a resacrifice (as in Mass).  Rejection of transubstantiation; elements not to be worshipped.  Inwardly by faith believers spiritually received and feed on Christ crucified; Christ is spiritually present to the faith of believers (not present in, with or under the elements). Unbelievers do not receive the thing signified when partake, and they partake to judgment.
WSC 7.091-.097  

(1) Sacraments become effectual means of salvation by working of Spirit in those who receive by faith

(2) Sacrament defined: holy ordinance (a) instituted by Christ  in which (b) visible signs (c) represent, seal and apply to believers the benefits of the new covenant    

(3) Baptism: washing with water in name of triune God; signifies and seals our ingrafting into Christ, partaking of benefits of covenant of grace, and our engagement to be the Lord’s; not to be administered to those outside visible church until profess faith and obedience
(4) Lord’s Supper: proclaiming Christ’s death through receiving bread and wine; partaking spiritually (not corporeally), by faith, of Christ’s body and blood, with all his benefits, to our nourishment and growth in grace; must examine selves to partake worthily
WLC 7.271-.287 

(1) Spirit makes sacraments effectual means of salvation

(2) Sacrament defined: 2 parts, outward sign and inward and spiritual grace thereby signified; holy ordinance instituted by Christ to signify, seal and exhibit to believers the benefits of Christ’s mediation, strength and increase faith, oblige them to obedience, testify their love and communion with one another, and distinguish them from nonbelievers
(3) Baptism: washing with water in name of triune God to sign and seal (a) ingrafting into Christ, (b) remission of sins by his blood, (c) regeneration by his Spirit, (d) adoption, (e) resurrection to everlasting life.  By baptism believers are admitted into visible church and to open and professed engaged to be wholly and only the Lord’s.  To be administered only to those in visible church who profession faith and obedience, and to infants of believer (s).  Baptism to be improved by us by serious and thankful consideration of the nature of it.
(4) Lord’s Supper:  by receiving bread and wine, we show forth Christ’s death, feed on his body and blood to our spiritual nourishment and growth in grace, have union and communion with Christ confirmed, testify and renew thankfulness and engagement to God, and mutual love and fellowship with each other in the one body; Christ’s spiritual presence (not corporeal – rejecting tran- and consubstantiation, Christ not in, with or under elements) to those who receive in faith.  One who doubts being in Christ but desires to be found in Christ may partake.
(5) How Baptism and Lord’s Supper agree and differ: Agree: God author, spiritual part is Christ and his benefits, seals of same covenant, dispensed by ministers of gospel, continued until Christ comes; differ: baptism only once as sign of regeneration and ingrafting, Supper often to represent Christ as spiritual nourishment and to confirm growth, and only to those of such years/ability to examine selves.
C67 9.51-.52  

(1)  Sacraments are part of the equipment of the church for mission.

(2) Baptism marks receiving by all his people of same Spirit Christ received at his baptism; represents (a) cleansing from sin, (b) dying and rising with Christ to new life.  Marks public receipt into church to share in its life/ministry, and church becomes responsible for training/support in discipleship.  Infants who baptized to be nurtured, leading public profession and personal response to God’s love shown in baptism. 

(3) Lord’s Supper is celebration of reconciliation with God and one another; by participation in supper, have communion with Christ and one another, receive benefits of Christ’s death and resurrection; rejoice in foretaste of kingdom and go out to serve.
BSF 10.4, l.62-63  Spirit claims us in waters of baptism and feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation.

THEOLOGIANS 

Augustine: sacrament is outward, visible sign of inward, invisible grace.  Against Donatists contended effectiveness not dependent on worthiness of minister; God is author.  Relation of Word & Sacrament: Word is the content of the sacrament, as well as of preaching.

Reformers: rejected 7 sacraments, only 2 (Luther 3) instituted by Christ; rejected ex opere operato (the work works by mere performance of it).  INSEPARABLE LINK OF WORD AND SACRAMENT (elevated importance of Word, retrieving Augustine view of Word as content of both preaching and sacrament: one gospel in form of proclamation and of sacrament.  Can’t understand sacrament apart from Word.  Rejected physical realism of transsubstantiation (though Reformers differed on Christ’s presence in Supper), mass as sacrifice, priest as representative of Christ, necessity for salvation.

CALVIN:

(1)  Sacraments Generally:

Definition:  an outward sign by which the Lord seals on our consciences the promises of God’s good will toward us. (Sacraments are accommodation to our weakness, to strengthen faith by outward signs)

Inseparable link of Word and sign:  Sacrament is never without preceding promise, but joing to it with purpose of confirming and sealing promise, making it more evidence to us, ratifying the promise.  Word must explain the sign.

Sacraments as seals: Like seal on letter, confirming the Word that precedes

Sacraments as signs of covenant: (God’s promises as covenant)

(4) Baptism: sign of our forgiveness, our participation in Christ’s death and resurrection and benefits thereof; sign of initiation by which received into society of church and, thus engrafted into Christ, reckoned among God’s children; benefits are cleansing, mortification & renewal in Christ (Rom. 6:4ff), and union with Christ.  Corresponds to circumcision.  Infant baptism to claim covenant promise.

Calvin: signs and seals of God’s promises in us.  Holy Spirit fills the sacrament with power/meaning. 

(5) Lord’s Supper:  God assures us through signs of bread and wine of God’s continuing liberality, nourishing and sustaining us through Christ the life-giving bread; to seal/confirm the promise that Christ’s flesh is food and his blood is drink which feeds us to eternal life.   Spiritual presence of Christ (not bodily as in RC, Lutheran view) in supper; by power of Spirit believers are lifted up into Christ’s presence; spiritual partaking of Christ.  A MYSTERY to be felt, not explained.

Differing views on Lord’s Supper.

Calvin:

Virtualism.  Participate in Christ’s body and blood in spiritual way by power of Spirit lifting us into presence of ascended Christ.  Christ present spiritually, not bodily.  Word and Sacrament kept together-concrete offer of the one gospel (first in spoken Word, then in visible Word).  Sacrament as sign of present grace. God, esp. HS, is author.  Sacrament is sign and seal; symbolic instrumentalism – symbols/signs cause and communicate grace through HS.  Uses: pledges God’s good will toward us, badge of our profession, encourages us in holiness, commemorates.

RC:  Sacrifice of Christ; transformation of elements (transsubstantiation); Christ is bodily present in transformed elements; God AND priest are author; elementarism (effective elements); expiation, further incorporation, remembrance: no sermon necessary.

Luther: Consubstantiation (Christ’s ubiquity enables localized bodily presence, and means he is in, with and under the elements and believer actually partakes of Christ’s body and blood

 Zwingli: naked, sign; pure memorial; memorialism; we offer selves in thanks and remembrance.  No receipt of Christ’s body and blood.

XV. ESCHATOLOGY

Summary:  Doctrine of last things.  What it’s not: end of history, speculation.  What is: about hope in the triune God who assures of final triumph over evil, death.  Hope in the power of the triune God who is coming.  Understand both our life and our death in light of this coming God.  So not just about future (what happens to us when we die), but about the present.  Christian hope: end of humanity is to glorify God and enjoy forever (both now and eternally).

Various models (realized eschatology—response to gospel in present; existential; already and not yet; adventus – the coming God – Moltmann: eschatology is about the new thing God is promising to do with the whole creation and that is moving toward us in the coming God.

BIBLICAL

I Cor. 15 – The risen Christ as the first fruits, pledge that we too shall be raised from the dead.

Rom. 8 – whole creation groaning as awaits redemption (whole creation involved, not just humans)

CONFESSIONS

Nicene 1.3 “And he shall come again with glory to judge both the quick and the dead, whose kingdom shall have no end.  . . . And we look for the resurrection of the dead , and the life of the world to come.”

Apostles’ 2.3  “from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in . . the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.”

Scots 3.17, 3.25 Chosen departed rest in peace (not sleep, but have immortal souls); reprobate in anguish. In the general judgment, there will be resurrection of the flesh;; each will receive according to their works, glory or punishment; those who persevere  in doing good will receive glory, honor, and immortality, to reign forever in life everlasting with Christ.

HC 4.052, .057-.058  Comfort in affirmation that Christ will come again “to judge the living and the dead” in that the Judge is the one who submitted himself in judgment for me and removed all curse from me, and will take me and all elect to himself in glory and joy.  “Resurrection of the body” gives the comfort that after this life my soul shall be immediately taken to heaven and flesh will be raised, reunited with soul, and conformed to Christ’s glorious body.  “The life everlasting” gives comfort that I shall possess after this life perfect blessedness and praise God forever.

SHC 5.235-.239   [NOTE UNBIBLICAL VIEW OF IMMORTAL SOUL] Soul of the faithful, after bodily death, go directly to Christ; unbelievers to hell.  Purgatory rejected.  

WCF 6.177-.182  Soul separated from body at death: Bodies of men return to dust, but souls, having an immortal substance, immediately return to God, waiting full redemption of bodies; souls of wicked go to hell.  At last day, dead raised with self-same, but changed bodies which reunited with souls.  Last Judgment: Judgment before Christ to give account of life; purpose is manifestation of glory of God’s mercy in eternal salvation of elect and of God’s justice in damnation of reprobate.  Faithful go to everlasting life, wicked to eternal torment away from presence of Lord.  Day unknown-must be watchful and ever prepared to say, Come, Lord Jesus.

WSC 7.037-.038  Souls of believers immediately pass to glory while bodies rest in grace until resurrection; at resurrection, believers raised up in glory, acquitted, made perfectly blessed in full enjoyment of God to eternity.

WLC 7.192-.200   In this life members of the invisible church enjoy first fruits of glory with Christ – sense of God’s love, peace of conscience, joy in Spirit, hope of glory.  At death their souls immediately go to God while await full redemption of bodies until last day when reunited with body.  General resurrection of dead-both just and unjust, just giving glorious body; at judgment righteous join Christ to enjoy God forever, wicked eternal separation from presence of God.

C67 9.26, 9.53-.56  Life in Christ is life eternal.  The resurrection of Jesus is God’s sign that he will consummate his work of creation and reconciliation beyond death and bring to fulfillment the new life begun in Christ.  Fulfillment of reconciliation: God’s redeeming work in Christ embraces whole of humanity’s life; will of God that his purpose for humanity fulfilled under rule of Christ and all evil banished from creation; kingdom of God represents God’s triumph over all that resists God’s will and disrupts creation.  Already God’s reign is present as a ferment in the world, stirring hope in humanity and preparing world to receive ultimate judgment and redemption.  Church to work for better world, without identifying progress with kingdom of God on earth, looks to final triumph of God.

THEOLOGIANS 

Guthrie: Doctrine of Christian Hope for the Future

(1) Hope for individuals: “resurrection of the body and the life everlasting.”  Hope for world: Christ will come to judge living and dead, and his kingdom shall have no end.  About the coming God who creates a new heaven and earth.

(2) Tension of already and not yet:  God’s kingdom already breaking in, provisional triumph over evil, death through cross and resurrection with final victory assured, BUT must avoid overconfidence and assume kingdom will be established in human history.

(3) Immortal soul is unbiblical.  Our hope is in God’s power over death, not in our indestructibility as humans.  Resurrection of dead is renewal of our total human existence as embodied souls.  

(4) Several different biblical views of hope for future.

(5) We’re becoming a new creation, part of a new humanity, fulfillment of our destiny.

(6) Hope for the world: We shouldn’t fear final judgment since the Judge is our Redeemer!

Calvin

(1) Longing for union with God is motive for hope in resurrection.

(2) Christ is prototype and basis for our bodily resurrection .

(3) 2 foundations for our hope of final resurrection: (1) Christ’s resurrection, (2) God’s omnipotence.

(4) Resurrection of flesh and immortality of soul.

(5) Judgment: eternal enjoyment of or alienation from God.

Moltmann: The coming God, coming toward us, who is making all things new.

XVI. PRAYER (AND THE LORD’S PRAYER)

BIBLICAL

Joel 2:32 Everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be save.  
Matt. 6:9-15

Lk 11

Rom. 8:26-27

Romans 8:28
CONFESSIONS

HC 4.116-.129  Prayer necessary because (1) it is the chief part of gratitude God requires, and (2) God will give grace and his Spirit only to those who seek in prayer and who thank for these gifts.  Content of prayer should be (1) call upon one true God, (2) acknowledge need, (3) be assured you will heard for sake of Christ.  

Exposition of Lord’s Prayer:  “Our Father” means God has become our Father through Christ; “who art in heaven” that we cannot conceive heavenly majesty and we may expect all needed for body and soul from his power; Petitions: (1) “Hallowed be thy name” that it is right to praise God and we should live so this God’s name always honored/praised.  (2) “Thy kingdom come” a petition that he so govern us by Word and Spirit that we submit ourselves more and more to God, uphold church and destroy wickedness. (3) “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven” means that we renounce own will and obey God’s.  (4) “Give us this day our daily bread” means provide for all our bodily needs so we may acknowledge God as only source of all good, withdraw trust from all creatures and in God alone. (5) “Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors” that for sake of Christ, our sin not charged to us, and that, by your grace in us, we intend to forgive neighbor. (6) “lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil” means we can’t stand by ourselves alone and fight evil, so preserve and strengthen us by Spirit to withstand.

Closing: “For this is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever” means we ask because as King, God is able to give us all good, has power to, and in giving us good God’s name (and not we) be glorified.  Amen means this shall truly and certainly be. 

SHC 5.218-.220  Public prayer to be in common language; prayer is through mediation of Christ alone (not invoke saints or others), and should be made for all in civil authority, for ministers and churches.   Lengthy public prayer to be avoided at worship; more time on preaching.

WCF 6.114-.115 Prayer with thanksgiving is one part of worship God requires of men; to be made in name of Son by help of Spirit according God’s will, in common language if vocal.  Made for all things lawful, but not for dead.

WSC 7.099-.107, .109  Prayer is offering up of desires to God, for things agreeable to God’s will, in name of Christ, with confession of sins and thankful acknowledgment of mercies. Exposition of Lord’s Prayer: Preface (Our Father which art in heaven) teaches to draw near in reverence and confidence as children to Father and that we should pray with and for others.  1st petition (Hallowed) asks God to enable us and others to glorify him; 2nd (thy kingdom come) that Satan’s kingdom destroyed and kingdom of grace advanced and kingdom of glory hastened; 3rd (thy will) that God enable us to know and obey his will; 4th (daily bread) that we receive competent portion of good things of this life; 5th (forgive) for pardon and that we be enabled to forgive; 6th (no temptation) that we kept from sin and supported/delivered when tempted. Conclusion: to take encouragement from God only, and amen as assurance to be heard.

WLC 7.288-.306 Defines prayer.  Pray to God only; in name of Christ, only Mediator who gives access; Spirit helps us to pray by enabling understanding of for whom, what, how prayer to be made.  Pray for all (but not dead) and for all things lawful that tend to God’s glory.  Exposition of Lord’s Prayer.

 C67 9.50  Prayer and praise are response to the message of reconciliation.  In that response, church commits self to mission, experiences deepening of faith and obedience, bears testimony to gospel.  Adoration, confession, thanksgiving, petitions and intercessions all parts of prayer.

 BSF 10.4, l. 66-67  The Spirit gives us COURAGE… to pray without ceasing

THEOLOGIANS

-Diversity of forms of prayer (adoration, petition, lament etc) says something about the one we pray to…
-Sovereignty

-Community

Calvin- 1. an intimate conversation with God closely related to faith.  2.  Prayer is personal but never private (community, angels, Christ, Spirit).  Prayer is language and speech before the holy mystery that knows us better than we know ourselves.  True knowledge (God and self).  Prayer suggests knowing is not only about intellect it is also about the heart.  Christian faith demands prayer.  Prayer is given by God.  Discipline, and it is not just human agency but it is what the Spirit does in us Romans 8:28, double agency/sighs us or Holy Spirit?
George Hendry (Princeton) “lifeline of theology” what a theologian says about prayer needs to be Christological (Christ did it), Communal and individual, petition is the heart of prayer.  
Paul Tillich- prayer is the elevation of our heart to God, but conversation between two beings assumes that God is our equal.  Only Jesus could do this.  
Stanley Hauerwas- Prayer is a political act which says something about sovereignty.  It declares who is sovereign over our lives (as opposed to national identity, money, etc).  

XVII. THE LAW (AND TEN COMMANDMENTS)

Summary:  

Three uses of law: (1) convict of sin and show need of Christ (Luther & Calvin), (2) restrain wickedness  of the unregenerate (Luther & Calvin), (3) gift showing us how to live—rule of life, showing us will of God (Calvin).  Show our gratitude for God’s grace by obedience.

Christian liberty according to Calvin:  freed from works righteousness (trying to obtain reconciliation with God through obedience to law); freed for service to God and neighbor; freedom in things indifferent. 

Barth on Christian freedom

Law and works righteousness – 

BIBLICAL

Ex. 20

Deut. 5

Gal. 2 – We are justified by grace apart from works of the law.

Rom 4:15, 3:20: “Through the law comes knowledge of sin”

CONFESSIONS

HC 4.092-.115 (Exposition of 10 commandments in section on thankfulness; gratitude to God for redemption in Christ expressed through obedience to law).  Law of God in 10 Commandments in 2 parts, duty to God (1st 4 commandments) and duty to neighbor.

(1) “I am the Lord your God . . You shall have no other gods before me.” Requires us to flee all idolatry (putting one’s trust in something besides God), acknowledge and trust the only true God.

(2) “You shall not make yourself a graven image.”  God shouldn’t be pictured in any way.

(3) Not take the name of God in vain: Don’t profane or abuse name by cursing, perjury, unnecessary oaths.  Use God’s name with fear and reverence.  Can give civil oath in God’s name when authorities require; don’t swear by saints or other creatures.

(4)  “Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy.”  Requires us (a) to maintain ministry of the gospel and Christian education, to attend church, hear Word, participate in Sacraments, call publicly on God, give service to needy; and (b) cease evil in this life and thus to begin eternal Sabbath.

(5) Honor father and mother: Honor parents and all set in authority over me, with respectful obedience to instruction and discipline, and bear their failures patiently.

(6) “Shalt not kill” Requires us (a) not to abuse, hate, injure or kill my neighbor, either with thought, or by word or gesture, much less by deed, whether by myself or through another; (b) lay aside all desires for revenge; (c) don’t harm self or willfully expose self to danger.   God abhors the root of murder “which is envy, hatred, anger, and desires for revenge, . . he regards these as hidden murder.”  Requires us to love neighbor and show patience, peace, gentleness, mercy, friendliness, prevent injury to him, do good to our enemies.

(7) Not commit adultery: All unchastity condemned; live chaste and disciplined lives in marriage or single life.  Forbids unchaste actions, gestures, words, thoughts, desires, and whatever may excite another person to them.

(8) Shall not steal: Not only theft and robbery but all wicked tricks and schemes by which seek to get neighbor’s goods by force or under pretext of right, such as false weights and measures, deceptive advertising or merchandising, exorbitant interest.  Forbids all greed and misuse/waste of God’s gifts.  Requires us to work for good of neighbor and deal with him as would have others deal with me, and help poor in need.

(9) Not bear false witness: Don’t bear false witness, twist words, be gossip or slandered, condemn anyone lightly without a hearing.  Avoid all lying and deceit, love truth, speak honestly, defend neighbor’s good name so far as able.

(10) Not covet anything that is neighbor’s: Hate sin, avoid anything contrary to God’s commandment, find joy in righteousness.  

One can’t keep law perfectly.  

Uses of Law: Law given (1) so we become increasingly aware of sinfulness and more eagerly seek forgiveness and righteousness in Christ, (2) that we may diligently pray for grace of Spirit so that we may be renewed more and more in God’s image until attain perfection after this life.

SHC 5.080-.085  

(1) The will of God is explained for us in the law of God.  Law is good and holy.

(2) Types of law: moral law in 10 commandments, ceremonial relating to worship, and judicial relating to political/domestic matters.

(3) Law was given not so that humans might be justified in keeping it, but that it might show us our weakness, sin, and condemnation, and despairing of our strength, be converted to Christ in faith.

(4) Christ is the perfecting of the law, and fulfillment of it – was made a curse for us to take away the curse from us.  Christ imparts to us through his fulfillment of the law, & his righteous and obedience are imputed to us.

(5) Law is abrogated to extent it not longer condemns us, since we are under grace and not under the law.  But Christ came to fulfill the law, and the law shows us patterns of virtues and vices and is useful to the church.

WCF 6.101-.107  

(1) God gave Adam a law, a covenant of works, promising life if obeyed this law (which Adam had ability to keep)

(2) After fall, God gave the moral law in the 10 commandments, containing in 1st 4 our duty to God and in 2nd 6 our duty to humans.  Other ceremonial laws abrogated under NT, and judicial laws abrogated except for general equity therein.  Moral law forever binds all.  Christ strengthened this obligation.

(3) THREE USES OF LAW:  Believers aren’t under covenant of works, to be justified by it, but law is useful (a) as rule of life, informing them of will of God and their duty; (b) to convict us of our sin and show us our need of Christ, and (c) as to the unregenerate, to restrain their corruptions by showing them what their sins deserve and what blessings from obedience.  Spirit of God enables the will of believer to do freely what the will of God revealed in law requires.   

WSC 7.039-.082  

(1) Duty God requires of humans is revealed in the moral law, that is, the 10 Commandments, which may be summed up as love God with all your heart and love your neighbor as yourself.

(2) Exposition of 10 Commandments:

Preface “I am the Lord thy God who brought you out of the land of Egypt” reminds us God is Lord and Redeemer and we bound to keep his commandments

1st (“Thou shalt have no other gods before me”) requires us to acknowledge the only one true God and worship him and forbids giving worship due him to any other.

2nd (no graven images) forbids worshiping God by images or any other way not appointed in his Word.

3rd (“not take God’s name in vain”) requires reverent use of God’s name and forbids profaning or abusing anything whereby God makes self known.

4th (remember Sabbath) – 7th day appointed as day God rested, holy Sabbath to Godself – 1st day of week now since resurrection.  Sabbath to be kept holy by spending whole time in public and private worship (except for works of necessity and mercy).  Forbids profaning the day by idleness, sinful deeds, unnecessary thoughts or words or works about our worldly tasks or recreations.  Reason: allowed 6 days for our own employment,.

5th (honor parents) requires performing duties belong to everyone in their several relations as superiors, inferiors or equals.

6th (shall not kill) requires all lawful endeavors to preserve our life and others; forbids taking away our life, or life of neighbor unjustly or anything tending thereto.

7th (no adultery) requires preservation of own, neighbor’s chastity in heart, speech, and behavior.

8th (no stealing) requires lawful procuring and furthering of wealth.

9th (no false witness) requires promotion of truth and of our and neighbor’s good name.

10th (no coveting) requires full contentment with own condition and right and charitable spirit toward neighbor and all that is his.

(3) None of us can keep law perfectly; faith in Jesus Christ, repentance, diligent use of outward means by which Christ communicates benefits of redemption (Word, Sacraments, prayer) needed to escape wrath and curse due our sinfulness.

WLC 7.201-.259  

(1) Uses of the Moral Law : (a) to inform them of will of God, (b) to convince them of their inability to keep it and  thus help them see need for Christ, (c) for unregenerate to awaken them to flee from wrath to come and drive them to Christ, or if continue in sin to leave them without excuse and under the law; (d) for regenerate – to show them how much they are bound to Christ for his fulfilling law they couldn’t fulfill and thereby to provoke believers to more thankfulness

(2) Moral law in 10 commandments binds us; is spiritual and therefore reaches understanding, will, affections, words, works, gestures.

(3) Extensive exposition of 10 commandments (7.211-.258) – what required and what forbidden by each. (See especially breadth of interpretation of having no other gods – names various kinds of idolatries, sins; no graven images interpreted as observing proper worship ) (As to commandment not to kill, permits what necessary for public justice, lawful war, necessary defense; not stealing includes justice in commerce, avoiding unnecessary suits and any conduct to procure or further wealth at expense of neighbor, waste, or immodesty in goods).

BSF l. 34, 60 – we ignore God’s commandments; Scripture (including commandments) rules our faith and life

THEOLOGIANS 

Luther: 2 uses of law: (1) convict of sin & convince of need of Christ; (2) restrain corruption

Calvin adds third use: (3) law as gift to guide us/show us how to live in obedience to the Will of God
XVIII.  MARRIAGE, FAMILY, DIVORCE

BIBLICAL

Heb. 13:4 “Let marriage be held in honor by all, and the marriage bed kept undefiled.”

I Cor. 7:9 “It is better to marry than to be aflame.”

CONFESSIONS

HC 4.104, 4.108-109  4th commandment to honor parents requires respectful obedience to all in authority and bearing their failures patiently.  (Also WSC 7.063-66; WLC 7.233-243)  7th commandment against adultery requires chaste and disciplined lives, in holy wedlock or in single life. (WSC 7.070-72; WLC 7.2427-49)

SHC 5.245-.251 Single people to serve God in that capacity as long as have gift of celibacy, but better to marry than to be aflame with passion.  Marriage instituted by God, wills couple to cleave together inseparably in love and concord.  Second marriages OK. Polygamy condemned.  Marriages made with consent of parents, in fear of God.  Kept holy.  Children to be reared in fear of Lord.

WCF 6.131-.139  Marriage is union between one man and one woman; divine intention it be indissoluble; purposes of mutual help, development of moral and spiritual character, rearing of children.  Divorce permissible if extreme, unrepented of, and irremediable unfaithfulness (either physical or spiritual).  Remarriage permissible if examine and penitent for any failure associated with prior divorce and propose to have Christian marriage.

C67 9.44, 9.47 Church is called to uphold one another in all relationships of life, including marriage, family.  Relationship between man and woman exemplifies in a basic way God’s ordering of interpersonal life for which God created humankind.  Condemns anarchy in sexual life as symptom of alienation from God, self, neighbor.  Church is called to lead humanity out of alienation into responsible freedom of new life in Christ in which each respects own and other’s humanity, man and woman enabled to commit selves in marriage to mutually shared life, parents receive the grace to care for children in love and to nurture their individuality.  

THEOLOGIANS (TO BE FILLED IN)

XIX. CHURCH AND STATE

BIBLICAL

CONFESSIONS

Scots 3.24  Civil Magistrate: Empires, kingdoms, cities, appointed and ordained by God to manifest God’s glory and for good and wellbeing of humanity.  Shouldn’t conspire to overturn civil powers, but hold in highest respect.  Sword given to authorities for defense of good men and punishment of evildoers.  Preservation of religion, suppression of idolatry  is also duty of magistrates.

SHC 5.252-60  Magistracy is from God, instituted for peace and tranquility of human race; should be honored and obeyed.  Duty of magistrate to preserve peace and public tranquility and care of religion (suppress idolatry). Therefore govern according to Word of God. – judge uprightly, don’t respect any man’s person or accept bribes, protect widows, orphans and afflicted, punish criminals, draw sword against the wicked.  May wage war if necessary to preserve peace and all other means to peace tried first. 

WCF 6.120-130  Oath by God when required by lawful authority OK.  God has ordained civil magistrates for own glory, for public good, defense of the good and punishment of evildoers. Christians may hold civil office. May wage a just and necessary war.  Civil magistrate should not interfere in matters of faith (excommunications, etc.), but has duty to protect church, without giving preference to any denomination  ensure religious liberty.  Should pray for and obey lawful magistrates (even if of different religion).

DB 8.01-09, .16-24  (Unity of church is only from Word of God in faith through Holy Spirit; are bound together by confession of the one Lord of the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church.  Unity can’t be forced on church by false doctrine – interference of Reich in church)

(1) Church is solely the property of the Lord and lives solely from his direction; church isn’t permitted to abandon that message and order to its own pleasure or to changes in prevailing ideological and political convictions.

(2) Offices in the church do not have dominion over others; the Church is not permitted to give to itself or allow to be given to it special leaders vested with ruling powers.    

(3) Fear God.  Honor the emperor (1 Pet. 2:17).  State exists by divine appointment to provide for justice and peace.  But State cannot become the “single and totalitarian order of human life, thus fulfilling the Church’s vocation as well.”  Likewise, Church also should not appropriate characteristics, tasks, dignity of State, and become an organ of the State.

C67 9.43-.46

(1) God created peoples to be one universal family.  Church as agent of God’s reconciling love is called to work to overcome barriers, discrimination in all areas (housing, education, family, political rights, race).  Congregations who exclude resist God’s Spirit.

(2) Reconciliation in Christ is ground of peace, justice and freedom.  Church called to practice forgiveness of enemies and commend search for peace, “even at risk to national security.”  Church should not identify the sovereignty of any one nation or way of life with the cause of God; this denies Lordship of Christ.

(3) Enslaving poverty is a violation of God’s good creation.  Jesus identified with poor and exploited.  Church must work against unjust structures that contribute to poverty.  All are to use ability, possessions, technology as gifts for maintenance of human family and common welfare.

BSF l.68-71  Church to witness, unmask idolatries in Church and culture, hear silenced voices, work for justice, peace and freedom.

THEOLOGIANS 

CALVIN:

(1) Magistracy ordained by God, most honorable calling.  No particular form of government ordained by God.

(2) Magistracy exists to protect worship of God, defend sound doctrine, keep peace & tranquility, form social behavior to civil righteousness.

(3) Lawful to wage war against those who disrupt tranquility, protect land against attack, but should act with restraint & humanity in war. (Tax for common good; OK to litigate, but without hate/revenge)

(4) Obedience due even unjust rulers BUT may disobey a tyrant who issues any command that contravenes God’s will.  Obedience to God comes 1st.

XX. COVENANT

See Forney outline

?There is no Forney thing…
