Council For Witness in Society and the World
Presbytery of New York City

475 Riverside Drive, Room 1600  New York, NY  10115   212/870-2221, ext. 4249

Grant Proposal Guidelines
(revised February 7, 2011)
The Presbytery of New York City’s mission is to “embody God’s love, proclaim God’s word, and promote God’s justice.”  One of the ways that the Council for Witness in Society and the World (CWSW) supports this is through its grant making program.  Specifically, CWSW promotes the expansion and maintenance of “mission”:

· in activities that offer services: from food for the hungry grown in church-yard gardens  to reaching out in love to people in prison and those who are trying to put their lives back together after an experience of incarceration,
· in activities designed to promote structural change –  policy-level action – such as the passage of just and humane comprehensive immigration reform at the federal level, 
· in global settings – for example, CWSW has provided critical funding to the Presbyterian  program of accompaniment with Presbyterians in situations of danger in Colombia.  
CWSW provides support for this work to projects both within and beyond Presbyterian contexts.  These are described below.  

CWSW particularly welcomes the opportunity to support congregations within the Presbytery of New York City in their mission projects – most especially those who have not yet received any CWSW funding.

Deadlines:
Proposals may be submitted to arrive by the following date:   



March 1st
Approved funds are disbursed approximately 10 weeks after the proposal deadline.

*Update:  The Council will be accepting grant applications up to the previously posted deadline of March 1, 2011 for review at the March 1, 2011 Council Meeting.  Beginning March 2, 2011 the Council respectfully suspends the grants process pending thoughtful review of best practices to serve the mission of the Church. 
Typically, grant amounts range from $2,000 to $10,000 (maximum grant).  Grants must be spent within the year after funds are received, and for purposes outlined in the grant proposal.  Additional funding may be re-applied for on an annual basis (though refunding is not guaranteed) – a Final Report from the previous grant must be submitted before a new proposal can be considered.  
The Council for Witness in Society and the World (CWSW) nurtures and financially supports causes linked to the ministries of the church.  The foundation of CWSW’s work is the Standing Rules of the Presbytery of New York City.  A copy of the section related to CWSW is attached below.  
The program contexts of projects funded by CWSW are:

· Congregation-based Mission:  Contributing financially to the missions of individual PNYC congregations that serve their communities:

· through direct service, such as: ESL programs, legal assistance for immigrants, soup kitchens, programs for people who are homeless, etc; and

· through working at the policy-level to address critical issues in their communities and beyond.
· PNYC Specific Mission Encouragement:  Areas in which CWSW is working to expand mission involvement by congregations in the PNYC: such as ministries to current and formerly incarcerated persons, immigration-related services and legislative advocacy, police/community relations, poverty, campus ministry, etc.    
· Faith Community Collaboration:  Supporting umbrella organizations that help faith leaders develop relationships across congregation, denomination, and/or tradition lines; and those that help the aggregate voice of the faith community be heard on critical social/moral issues.
· Community Organizations:  Supporting organizations that are doing essential work in the city but do not have a specific congregation connection.
· Global Witness: As members of the global human family we connect where we can: when interest, need and opportunity suggest that the Presbytery’s resources would be well-spent in support of specific initiatives outside of the United States, such as – most recently:  Colombia and India.
· Training Scholarships 
Special consideration will be given to projects that:
· are based in congregations that have not previously received CWSW funding

· have a very specific goal or are time-limited
· increase the capacity of individuals and congregations within the Presbytery
· use/increase Presbyterian connectionalism

· maintain a Presbyterian denominational presence in civil society

Proposals:
The following information shall be included in all grant proposals:
1. Grant Request Summary Form (see below)
2. Cover letter containing:

a. Project name

b. Project address

c. Project phone number and email address
d. Names and titles of proposal originators

e. Name and title of project director, if different from originator

f. Years previously funded by CWSW

g. The specific amount requested

3. Project’s Purpose Statement and Vision Statement

4. Brief description of the project

5. Project history

6. Catchment/service area of the project

7. Catchment/service population of the project

8. Identification of Board of Directors and Project Director

9. Ministry Plan

a. Goals and objectives

b. Statement of how project relates to the goals of the Presbytery of New York City and how it advances the purposes of CWSW pursuant to Section III. K. 1. Of the Standing Rules of the Presbytery of New York City (attached)
c. Numerical impact statement

10. Income and Expense Statement with a balanced budget and identification of all 

other actual or projected funding sources.    

11. Budget for three prior years, if applicable
12. If your organization is not a church, please include proof of not-for-profit status.

13. Proposals for projects based in PCUSA entities (congregations, validated ministries, etc.) require endorsement by the session or equivalent oversight body – please attach.  
Post-funding Requirements:

An Interim Progress Report and Final Report will be required to describe how the CWSW grant was used.  Forms for each report will be provided.  Future funding will not be considered if these reports have not been submitted.
How to Submit a Grant Proposal to CWSW

Prepare the proposal as described herein and submit it to CWSW, Presbytery of New York City, 475 Riverside Drive, Ste. 240, New York, NY 10115-2221, 212-870-2221. Fax: 212-870-2737.  
Council For Witness to Society and the World
Presbytery of New York City

475 Riverside Drive, Room 240  New York, NY  10115   212/870-2221, ext. 4249

Grant Request Summary Form

(This is a one-page-only document.  Do not add attachments.)

Project Name:

Sponsoring Congregation/Organization:

Year Project Founded: 

        Year Organization Founded:



Grant period to which funding will be applied:

Amount of Request:



What specifically would a CWSW grant enable you to do:

Brief Description of Project (if applicable, include a description of the sponsoring organization):

Project History:
Amount of Project Budget:

Amount of Total Organization Budget:



Funding history: CWSW-funded or endorsed grants and other funding from Presbyterian sources over the past 3 y ears (please list year, type of grant, amount):
Council For Witness to Society and the World
Presbytery of New York City

475 Riverside Drive, Room 240  New York, NY  10115   212/870-2221, ext. 4249

Responsibilities as outlined in the Standing Rules
(Approved January 28, 1997, Updated August, 1999)

a. Assist the Presbytery’s member churches to address social justice issues at the congregational and neighborhood levels, helping congregations to establish linkages or cooperative efforts where appropriate.

b. Assist the Presbytery to be an agent of corporate mission for addressing those social and economic justice issues which are appropriately addressed on an inter-congregation or Presbytery-wide level.

c. Assist the Presbytery to establish and maintain those ecumenical relationships which will enlarge the life and mission of the church within the Presbytery’s district.

d. Have particular oversight of the Presbytery’s specialized ministries in areas such as:

1. youth ministry

2. campus ministry

3. ministries with the aging

e. Cooperate where appropriate with the other Councils of the Presbytery.

f. Interpret to the churches of the Presbytery, to the Presbytery itself, and to civil and corporate powers the mission of the Church and its particular expression by the Presbytery and its membership.

g. Provide such other services as may be assigned to it by the Presbytery.










