PROPOSAL REVIEW COMMITTEE MINUTES
July 8, 2011

The meeting was opened at 5:45 PM.

Establish Quorum:  6 of 10 present.  Guests: Interim Executive Presbyter and General Council Chair.

PRESENT:
Elder Kevin McDonald, Chair
646-484-8005 
Rev. Jose Gonzalez-Colon, Vice Chair 917-757-4931 

Rev. Michael Lindvall

212-289-4400   
Elder Adolfo Griffith     917-651-4875 
347-632-2288

Elder David Michel  

917-573-3296
Elder Marcia Hall


212-926-2945 

GUESTS:

Rev. Perry Wootton, Chair, General Council

Staff: IEP Tony DeLaRosa

ADDITIONAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS - Excused
Rev. Don Shriver, Ret'd,  


212-222-5112

Rev. Flora Bridges-Wilson


718-624-3770   

Elder Su Yon Pak



914-923-3696 

  Rev. Agnes Blackmon


 718-771-0751

  Rev. Blackmon was in transit to attend a funeral and was excused with our prayers and blessings. 

The meeting was opened with prayer by Tony DeLaRosa.
The IEP noted that the minutes of the General Council meeting did not indicate that Adolfo Griffin was included among the other nine members a having been elected to the committee.  The Chair and the GC Chair recalled Adolfo’s volunteering at the end of the discussion of committee nominees.  The IEP suggested that the minutes were in error on this point and should be corrected at the next GC meeting.  There were no objections.
The IEP offered to act as staff for arranging the meetings. He inquired about internet access availability for the committee members.  All present have internet and e-mail access.
Calendar of meetings

The Chair suggested it may be more convenient for transportation if future meetings at Central Church, 64th and Park Avenue at 5:30 PM.  This time and venue was convenient for all in attendance. 
The committee discussed a schedule of committee meeting dates.  After consideration of calendars, the committee agreed to the following meeting dates at Central Church; 

July 28th, August 11th, September 1st and September 29th.  
An early October meeting date was left to be determined.
Public Town Hall meetings

Rev. Lindvall recommended that public Town Hall meetings be scheduled in September in the four boroughs.  The Vice Chair suggested that these meetings occur simultaneously with committee members splitting their attendance at the meetings.  It was suggested that we schedule for two separate days, two locations per day, to enable broader participation.  The specific dates would be determined at the next meeting.  The IEP offered to provide the Presbytery calendar as a guide. The town Halls will invite comments, questions and suggestions for incorporation into the final report.
Timing of Final Report

The deadline for committee’s report to the General Council is the October 28th retreat, for their consideration and presentation to the Presbytery at the November meeting.  On that schedule, the committee agreed to prepare a draft proposal for 10/11 G.C. meeting and the final submission to G.C. by October 20, 2011.  This would provide a document to the Synod commissioners Wootten and Griffith, for their meeting on 10/21 and advance availability prior to consideration at the GC retreat on October 28th.  
Charge to the committee
Rev. Lindvall reiterated the motion that was referred to the CG and for which the sub-committee has been formed; to take under advisement the proposal and to refine in light of factors of the Lombard-Mennonite process conclusions, the recent Strategic Mission report and the Synod PMR report.  It was agreed that we do not seek to rewrite an entirely new proposal.  

The Lombard report was distributed at the recent GC meeting.  The Strategic Mission is on-line at the Presbytery site and the IEP offered to send a link to facilitate members.  The Synod PMR report will be issued on October 21st, after the final committee report is submitted.  The Gen Council will consider the PMR report, incorporating it in considering the committee report at the October 28-29th Retreat.
Committee Process 

The committee will educate itself on the elements of its charge and the primary objectives of the proposal, as well as surface and identify the key concerns and objections to the proposal, in preparation for public input at Town Hall meetings.  Following these meetings the committee will compile a report and appropriate recommendations to deliver to the General council on or before October 20, 2011.
Objective for July 28th meeting

Members will read the Mission report, the Lombard report and the original proposal in advance of the next meeting with a focus on identifying pertinent items in the two reports that may be pertinent to the original proposal.  Also, in preparation for the September Town Hall meetings, members will bring notes on their understanding of the key objectives of the proposal and key concerns or objections that they have noted or have heard from other Presbyters.  

A goal for this and following meetings will be to become well-versed on these documents and issues.  It was noted by the Vice Chair that the committee’s success and the ultimate acceptance will be enhanced by our understanding of these elements during the Town Hall meetings.  
M/S/A that the meeting be adjourned.  

The meeting was closed in prayer by Rev. Wootten at 6:50 PM.

Kevin McDonald

Proposal Review Committee Chair

